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MEMOIR OF DEACON DANIEL DAVISON. 


Deacon Davison was born in 
Mansfield, Connecticut, in Octo- 
ber, 1736. His mother died when 
he was very young, and his father 
when he was about the age of fif- 
teen. He was thus left in a wide 
world, with no temporal guide to 
direct his steps. But it is believ- 
ed that the Lord was the guide of 
his youth. He was under very pow- 
erful impressions about his future 
state, at a very early period. 
Being sent on an errand to a neigh- 
bouring town, he beheld a tree 
which was exceedingly dry, and it 
occurred to his mind, how fiercely 
that tree would burn; the thought 
immediately followed, my soul 
will burn as fiercely in hell for- 
ever; and despairing of any way 
of escape, he had a view (by faith) 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, standing 
in the most pleasing and inviting 
attitude; and he exclaimed, 
“Come in, Lord Jesus, and take 
possession of my soul.’? He was 
immediately filled with peace and 
joy, which continued for a con- 
siderable time: but he kept his 
thoughts within his own breast, 
as no one said any thing to him 
on this subject. At times he 
thought he had some special en- 
joyment of religion. But ashe 


had scarcely any one to con; 
verse with, he did not make 
his exercises known. 

After the expiration of his ap- 
prenticeship, he set up his trade 
in a town where there was a con- 
stant form of religion kept up, 
but for reasons satisfactory to 
himself, he did not unite with the 
church. Mr. Davison formed a 
matrimonial connexion with Miss 
Martha Goodale; the fruits of 
this union were four sons and one 
daughter. He continued to labour 
at his occupation with an un- 
blemished character, until he re- 
moved to Hartland, in the State 
of Vermont, where he died 

He was very particular in 
bringing up his family in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. 
He restrained his children from 
balls and assemblies, and from a- 
dorning. themselves with superflu- 
ous ornaments. His neighbours 
and even some professors of relig- 
ion would tell him that he was ru- 
ining them, and that they would 
never be respected when they 
came toriper years. But such 
remarks never moved him from 
his steady course. His constant 
example was such as to satisfy 
his children, that he was doing 
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that which he sincerely believed 
to be his duty, and would termi- 
nate in their greatest good. Not- 
withstanding he was deemed su- 
perstitious, he gained the good- 
will of the people to such a de- 
gree, that he was appointed a Se- 
lectman of the town, and Repre- 
sentative to the General Assem- 
bly for several years; which 
places he filled to general satis- 
faction. When he was nearly 50 
years of age, a Baptist minister 
came and preached at Hartland 
several times. He derived so 
much satisfaction from his preach- 
ing, that he afterwards regularly 
went twelve miles to attend on 
his ministry. 

The writer of this article and 
Mr. Pavison, submitted at the 
same time to’ the ordinance of 
baptism, and joined the church. 
Several others became the sub- 
jects of serious impressions, and 
after a season were brought to 
hope in the mercy of God throagh 
a crucified Saviour. Two were 
soon baptized, who were the first 
that were ever immersed in our 
waters. This excited great op- 

csition, but it did not prevent 
others from following them. 

Thus the Lord blessed us, and 
a church was constituted here, 
June 10th, 1793. Although it has 
often been like the bush on fire, 
yet, thanks to our great and glo- 
rious Leader, it isnot yet con- 
sumed. Mr. Davison was imme- 
diately appointed Deacon of this 
church, which office he sustained 
till the day of his death. He was 
one of our main temporal pillars, 
for more than 27 years. The 
expense he has been at, for the 
support and upbuilding of this 
church, is beyond calculation. 

The house and worship of God 
were ever his delight. He went 
between two and three miles to 
meeting, till it became impracti- 
cable. He was so delighted with 
the celebration of the Lord’s sup- 
per, that we attended it at his 
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house, On the first Lord’s day in 
January, the month in which he 
died. The words of the text 
were, “Saw ye him whom my 
soul loveth?”* He spoke at the 
close, till he was almost exhaust- 
ed, and told us it was the last 
communion he ever expected to 
attend with his brethren on earth; 
and so it proved. We appointed 
our meeting there the next Lord’s 
day,to gratify our aged, and much 
respected father, once more. 
The words of the text were, 
‘* How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation.”? At 
the close of the sermon, he arose 
and spoke of the awful condition 
of those who neglect this great 
salvation, till his breath was so 
nearly gone, that some of the as- 
sembly were alarmed lest he 
should immediately die. This 
was ‘the last meeting he ever at- 
tended. His knowledge of the 
scriptures, and his powerful ex- 
hortations, were excelled by few 
preachers; but he saw so much 
pollution in his own heart, that 
he was considerably subject to 
gloom ; yet he exercised himself, 
to keep always a conscience void 
of offence towards God and to- 
wards man. He lived in the 
consciences of both saints and sin- 
ners,and would often deliver such 
powerful exhortations, as deeply 
to affect the hearts of the hear- 
ers. 

It may not be amiss to mention 
an instance or two of his temper 
of mind under affliction. A few 
years ago, he had a fall, which 
threatened his dissolution. I went 
to see him, and his distress was 
such, that he could remain but a 
very short time in one position. 
He appeared to give himself up 
to God’s disposal, and said, “I 
think no creature is under great- 
er obligations to praise God for 
favours than myself. He is grant- 
ing me every thing J] need for my 
comfort in my distress, and my 
family pay all the attention to me 
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that I could wish, and they are 
all willing to do it” On the first 
Monday in June, 1820, the breth- 
ren appointed their monthly pray- 
er meeting in his room, and the 
female society appointed theirs 
in the other part of the house. 
Previous to the hour, he went to 
his barn to pray God to accompa- 
ny our meetings by his spirit, that 
we might be instructed to ask 
those things which would be well 
pleasing to him, and which he 
would answer in blessing them, 


the mission, the heathen, Zion, 


and the world at large. While 
on his knees, he was struck with 
a paralytic shock,so that he could 
notrise. After struggling nearly 
half an hour, the family found 
him, and brought him into the 
house just as I arrived. His left 
side and speech were affected. 
He expected to live but a very 
short time ; but he continued in 
our meeting, and appeared heart- 
ily to unite in all the prayers 
which were offered up. When 
the meetings were closed, and 
the females had come in, he told 
us, he expected to leave us im- 
mediately; and he exhorted us 
in such a powerful manner, that 
it was one of the most affecting 
seasons we almost ever witnessed. 
After being bled, be gradually re- 
covered his speech, so far that 
he offered many precious prayers, 
and gave many powerful exhor- 
tations. He continued useful in 
the church, notwithstanding his 
great age. ‘The day on which 
he died, he had a fainting turn, 
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after which his breath became 
very much obstructed. I was 
sent for, and when I arrived, he 
had the use of his reason, but 
found it difficult tospeak. When 
he had referred to our christian 
intimacy, which was now closing, 
with the tenderest emotions of 
heart, he added, “If | am saved’ 
Lit will be by grace,” and then re- 
marked with great emphasis, 
* Clear grace! As to what I have 
done, {| don’t know what to call 


it—‘tis so far from merit.”?> He 


then said, “I want you should 
pray, not for my life, but that I 
may be perfectly reconciled to 
the will of God.” During prayer, 
an aged man came in, who had 
never attended to religion. When 
prayer was ended, this person 
went to him, and asked, *“* do you 
know me ?” he answered, ** yes,” 
and gave him his hand, and ex- 
horted him to prepare for death. 
in a few minutes, he expired 
without a struggle or a groan, in 
the 85th year of his age. He 
had requested that his funeral 
sermon might be preached from 
a text which himself had se- 
lected. 

The people in the town did 
him honour at his death. Only 3 
of his children survive him; they 
and all their companions, have 
long been members of churches 
of his own denomination He 
left thirty five grandchildren, 
eight of whom profess godliness. 


‘The memory of the just is 
blessed.” 


Religious Communications. 


ON THE INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF REVELATION. 


No. 


_ To the speculative philosopher 
it must be a subject of interest, 
whilst to the humble believer it 
isa cause for gratitude, that so 


1. 


little effect has been produced 
upon the christian church by ail 
the efforts of infidelity. This 
failure of effect, if we may be- 
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lieve infidels themselves, cannot 
be attributed to any deficiency in 
intellectual resources. They 
have always arrogated a proud 
superiority in profoundness of 
science,subtilty of argumentation, 
and in every thing which consti- 
tutes the materiel for historical 
or ethical polemics. Nor can 
this failure be attributed to any 
want of exertion. Every range 
of argument has been resorted to 
from the acute disquisition of 
Hume, to the low vulgarity of 
Paine ; and every variety of style 
has been courted that the argu- 
ment might adapt itself to every 
class of society. And lest the 
mind of a religious community 
might recoil from it when pre- 
sented alone, it has been blended 
with the elements of almost eve- 
ry science, and incorporated with 
the most finished specimens in 
every department of literature. 
At one time we find it interwoven 
with a system of metaphysics. 
At another it is the corner stone 
of atheory ofethics. Sometimes 
it has been detected studiously 
concealed between the pages of 
a profound and elegant historian, 
and at others, it has decked itself 
in the splendid imagery or mel- 
lifluous versification of elevated 
or of sentimental poetry. 

Nor has there been any want 
of unison among the authors who 
have attacked the evidences or 
the fundamental doctrines of 
christianity. The simple fact 
of an aversion to revealed re- 
ligion, has been sufficient to ef- 
fect a coalescence as intimate as 
their radically defective morality 
would allow. The most dissonant 
of them have been disposed to 
merge their common animosities 
in cordial hatred to the humbling 
doctrines of the cross. Much as 
they might differ in political 
speculations, inveterate as might 
be their envy of each other’s 
literary eminence, yet, in the at- 
tempt to sap the foundations of 


vital religion, they have coope- 
rated with a zeal and an unanim- 
ity worthy of a better cause. 

And of this widely extended 
and simultaneous effort, what has 
been the result? The young, 
whom impatience forbade to ex- 
amine the argument on either 
side of the question, and whose 
passions demanded a_ system 
which would allow of vicious 
indulgence, have sometimes been 
enlisted. The dissolute, who re- 
quired a system which would re- 
lieve their lives from the charge 
of inconsistency, have frequently 
been discipled; and in some few 
instances, a mind naturally vacil- 
lating, and unable or unwilling to 
go into the merits of a controver- 
sy. after adopting in turn several 
opposite systems, has at length 
settled down into infidelity. This, 
we may remark in passing, is 
plainly the result which might be 
anticipated, were the christian 
revelation true. It comes to us 
with the unceremonions  an- 
nouncement that an irreconcile- 
able enmity exists between its 
doctrines and the moral prepen- 
sities of man. ‘The carnal heart 
is enmity against God; it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be And besides this 
repulsiveness which attaches to 
its doctrines, the precepts of the 
gospel require a radical and en- 
tire alteration in the principles 
which man has cherished,and the 
practices which he has loved. Its 
declared object is to cast down 
every imagination and every high 
thing that exalteth itself, and to 
bring into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ. Now 
it is evident that the first appear- 
ance of a system which presents 
such universal requisitions must 
be at best ungracious; and the 


evidences which support it must 


be expected to meet but an un- 


welcome reception. Were the 
belief of any universally ac- & 
knowledged historical part to in- § 
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volve so mighty a revolution of 
character, how soon would una- 
nimity of belief in that fact be 
annihilated ! Again, if the gospel 
be thus opposed to the natural 
propensities of man, it is easy to 
perceive who would be most 
likely to revolt from it. The 
most numerous classes would be 
the young, in whom passion had 
the greatest preponderance over 
reason ; and the dissolute, whose 
passions had acquired strength by 
indulgence. It would be easy 
also on the same. principles to 
conceive that the man whom 
frequent vacillation had taught to 
distrust the conclusions of his own 
intellect, should at last gravitate 
toward that system into whose 
scale passion had thrown her pre- 

onderating influence.™ 

And besides such disciples as 
these, we ask, where are the tro- 
phies of infidelity.* What con- 
verts has she made from the 
walks of humble pains taking 
christianity? Where are the 
men whose deportment had evin- 
ced their affections placed on 
things above, that have after- 
wards enlisted into her ranks ? 
Where was the man who had in 
health evinced a ‘“ correspond- 
ence fixed wiih heaven,” that in 
sickness fled to the consolations 
of Paine or of Hume, of Shafts- 
bury or of Bolingbroke? When 
was there an instance of an indi- 
vidual who had in life relied for 
salvation on the blood of the 
atonement, that in death wished 
to exchange the ground of his 
confidence for any or for all the 
supports of infidelity? Or with- 
out resorting to so severe a test, 
we would only ask, where was 
there aman in whom that holy 
transformation which the gospel 
describes had been effected, that 
was moved from the steadfastness 


of his faith by all the arguments 
of the infidel philosophers ? 

And when we ask these ques- 
tions, we do not specially refer 
to the Boyles,the Lockes, and the 
Newtons, who have professed and 
have adorned christianity. We 
speak not of the men who, fur- 
nished with all the weapons for 
intellectual warfare,have wielded 
them with as powerful an arm as 
ever fell to the lot of the proud- 
est champion of irreligion, and to 
whom capacity of intellect, ex- 
tent of erudition and profoundness 
of original investigation, have as- 
signed the most conspicuous 
nitches in the temple of fame. 
It is not to these men we refer 
when we ask for the trophies of 
infidelity. We refer to the poor, 
the illiterate, the unrefined, with 
whom we are sometimes told in 
scorn the ranks of christianity are 
filled. In a contest with such 
men, where the intellectual su- 
periority is wholly on the side of 
infidelity, what conquest has she 
evermade ? Where was the man 
who “knew and only knew his 
bible true,” that was ever made 
to part with it for all that she 
could give him in return ? 

It isa most interesting specta- 
cle to witness a man of plain com- 
mon sense, but of sincere and 
humble piety, hemmed in by a 
company of sceptical assailants. 
At one time you see him neutral- 
ize their arguments by a refer- 
ence to principles which they 
cannot butallow. At another he 
moderates the vehemence of 
their onset by an appeal to the 
conscience still slumbering in 
their bosoms. And whilst they 
are thus maliciously striving to 
wrest from him that hope which 
he prizes dearer than life, could 
you scrutinize his heart, you 
would see him humbly looking 


* It is scarcely necessary to remark that the infidelity of France during the 
revolution, and cases of a similar nature, do not affect the present argument. 


There are instances of a people rejecting a system calling itself Christianity, | 


but scarcely more resembling it than the system they adopted in its place: 
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up to Heaven for wisdom, and 
fervently supplicating that they 
might be made converts to that 


religion which he feels to be true. 
And if at last, they baffle him 


by reference to historical fact 
which he is not prepared to 
meet, or if they bewilder him in 
the maze of metaphysical subtil- 
ty, whilst he regrets his inability 
to answer them, his confidence 
in the verity of the gospel 
remains unshaken as _ before. 
They have only skirmished a- 
round the outworks; they bave 
yet not approached the citadel of 
his faith. They cannot see why, 
and perhaps he cannot tell them 
why, but some how or other, not 
one of their blows has struck 
upon the rock on which rests 
the foundation of his belief. 
And if by some artifice of un- 
usual subtilty, his faith be for a 
moment beclouded, and_ the 
gloomy suggestion brood over 
his mind that the gospel may 
after all be a fable, he no soon- 
er retires to his closet than the 
illusion vanishes. When as a 
humble penitent he draws nigh 
unto God in confidence on the 
blood of the atonement, he feels 
that his bible istrue. He has at- 
tained an elevation from whence 
he can behold far beneath his 
feet the mists which so lately 
enveloped him; and though per- 
haps even now his eye cannot 
pierce them, yet he no longer 
doubts whether the sun has ris- 
en, for he feels the chilly damp- 
ness which benumbed him, sud- 
denly dispelled, and beholds the 
broad beams of the luminary of 
day, reflected from mountain and 
from meadow, from woodland and 
from waterfall, in every variety of 
hue, and with every combina- 
tion of loveliness. 

It must certainly be a ques- 
tion of interest, where has this 
principle of belief been deposit- 
ed in such perfect security from 
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every missile of infidelity? In 
what manner is it so entwin- 
ed around the very soul of the 
believer, that it cannot be wrest- 
ed from him, until you can change 
the nature of man, or blot from 
creation every evidence of the 
attributes of God? What is this 
talisman which, with more pow- 
er than was ever attributed to 
magic, renders the pious man 
impenetrable to the whole ar- 
mour of scepticism? What is 
the new name written in the 
white stone which is given to 
every one that believeth, and 
which no man_ understandeth 
saving him who receiveth it ? 


ON THE INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF 
REVELATION, 


No. 2. 


The questions, which clos- 
ed the above paper, we ap- 
prehend, may be satisfactori- 
ly answered by an attentive con- 
sideration of the internal evi- 
dences of revelation. It will 
immediately occur, that the be- 
lief to which we have referred, 
cannot depend upon external 
evidence, for it is equaliy un- 
wavering in the ignorant and the 
learned, in the christian who 
takes the bible to be the word 
of God, because he has felt its 
power, and in him, who, at one 
glance, surveys every link of 
that historical chain, on which 
its external evidence depends. 
Evidence, may perhaps with suf- 
ficient correctness be detined that 
which being perceived is the 
immediate antecedent of belief. 
We have only in this discussion, 
to consider the nature of the 
evidence of testimony. ‘“ Tes- 
timony is a serious intimation 
from another, of any fact or ob- 
servation, as being what he re- 
members to have seen, or heard, 
or experienced.”* Now when 


* Campbell’s Phil. of Rhetoric, B. 1. C. 5. p. 68. 
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aserious intimation of a fact is 
made, the evidence, or that 
which immediately produces be- 
lief, is of two kinds. First we in- 
quire whether the speaker be a 
person of veracity, or whether 
in such circumstances he would 
be likely to speak the truth. 
This is the inquiry into the ex- 
ternal evidence or probability of 
the story. Or, secondly, we 
may compare together the va- 
rious circumstances of the re- 
lation, and if it respect individ- 
uals whom we have known, we 
may reflect how it coincides 
with their previously ascertained 
character. This is the inquiry 
into the internal evidence or 
plausibility of the story We 
shall devote the remainder of 
this paper, to an illustration of 


these different kinds of evidence. 


It is said that acertain antidote 
for poison, called Mithridate, was 
* invented by Mithridates, king of 
Pontus; that the receipt of it 
was found in a cabinet written 
with his own hand, and was car- 
ried to Rome by Pompey; that 
it was translated into verse by 
Democrates, a famous physician, 
and that it was afterwards trans- 
lated by Galen, from whum we 
have it.’”* 

Suppose the question to arise, 
whether Mithridates was the in- 
ventor of this receipt. By trac- 
ing the several links of historical 
testimony, we ascertain the exter- 
nal evidence. But let us suppose 
that the medicine was uniform- 
ly successful, and that no person 
had lived before or since Mith- 
ridates, possessed surlicient 
skill to invent it. In this case, 


every instance of cure would be 


an internal evidence that he was 
its inventor. Here we see both 
sources of evidence perfectly 
distinct, though perfectly coin. 
cident. What we would have 
the reader remark, is that by 


* Chalmer’s Dict. 


referring to his own bosom he 
will perceive the internal evi- 
dence, to have, by far, the great- 
est effect in producing belief. 

An illustration somewhat more 
complicated, but very much in 
point, may be found in the life 
of Alexander the Great.f It 
will be recollected that a few 
days before the battle of Issus, 
Alexander was taken violently 
ill, in consequence of bathing in 
the cold waters of the river Cyd- 
nus when covered with a pro- 
fuse perspiration. Under the or- 
dinary methods of medical treat- 


ment,he could not recover before 


a battle would be rendered nec- 
essary by the approach of Darius. 
A battle, unless he commanded in 
person, he knew would be fa- 
tal to his interests. He felt that 
the safety of his army, and what 
was to him of vastly greater im- 
portance, his own reputation, de- 
pended upon his speedy recov- 
ery. Death seemed to him infi- 
nitely preferable to the thought 
‘of being pursued by the enemy 
whom he himself had hoped to 
have attacked. “If, (said he,) 
there be any skill in medicine, 
be it known that I seek not so 
much a preventive from death as 
from defeat.” 

Whilst the monarch was ia 
this state of extreme agitation, 
Philip, his confidential physician, 
and the friend and associate of 
his youth, assured him, that he 
could, in three days, prepare a 
medicine which would effect an 
immediate’ cure. In direct op- 
position to the advice of his 
friends, Alexander grasped at the 
proposal, only regretting that so 
long a delay was necessary. Be- 
fore the third day arrived he, how- 
ever, received a letter from 
Parmenio, one of his most intelli- 
gent generals, informing him, 
that Philip had been corrupted 
by the offer of immense rewards 


+ Q Curtius, Lib. 111. Cap. 11—15., 
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from Darius. The conflicting 
emotions which, under these cir- 
cumstances, would agitate the 
mind of such a man as Alexander, 
may be better conceived than de- 
scribed. After balancing the 
probabilities of the case, he foid- 
ed the letter, sealed it with his 
own signet, and without mention- 
ing to any one its contents, placed 
it under his pillow. At the ap- 
pointed time he, without betray- 
ing any emotion, received the 
cup from the hand of Philip, and 
fearlessly swallowed its contents. 
The effect was such as the phy- 
sician had predicted. In a few 
days, he commanded in person at 
the battle of Issus, where he 
gained one of those victories 
which have ranked him among 
the most eminent destroyers of 
mankind. 

In examining this case, we 
shall see that the question which 
agitated the mind of Alexander 
was, Is Philip faithful? On this 
question, the external and in- 
ternal evidence were contra- 
dictory. The external evidence 
was, the well attested letter of 
Parmenio; and the fact that in 
his present alarming illness he 
might be destroyed by poison, 
and his death attributed to dis- 
ease. To counterbalance this 
strong probability, there was 
nothing but the former character 
of Philip He hadéo often prov- 
ed his attachment to his master, 
that Alexander felt himself war- 
ranted in believing that no bribe 
which could be offered, would 
induce him to swerve from his 
fidelity. The event proved that 
he had decided correctly. That 
is, that internal evidence may be 
sufficient to warrant belief, even 
where it is opposed by very 
strong circumstances of external 
probability. 

We will advance but one other 
illustration. The American pub- 
lic are well acquainted with the 


Jeading traits of the character of 
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General Washington. Let us sup- 
pose that an anecdote bearing 
many of the marks of authenticity 
were published, in which he was 
represented to have acted with 
meanness, duplicity or pusilla- 
nimity. Who would believe the 
anecdote ? We should feel at 
once, that it was at utter vari- 
ance with the well established . 
character of the man, and this 
alone would be sufficient to over- 
balance almost any weight of tes- 
timony. We should declare that 
the narration was forged, or if 
this ground were untenable, we 
should settle down in the confi- 
dence that it contained some in- 
explicable error. ‘This is a case 
in which the internal is directly 
opposed to the external evidence, 
and is alone sufficient to neutral- 
ize it. By reversing the case, 
we shail see that an anecdote 
which coincided with the well 
known character of Washington, 
would be believed on almost the 
slightest external evidence. 

It is natural to suppose, that if 
the Bible were a revelation from 
God, it would be attended by both 
descriptions ofevidence. It pro- 
fesses to be a system of facts, re- 
lated by certain persons, and for 
a particular object. In ascer- 
taining its truth, we may inquire 
into the character of the wit- 
nesses, their liability to error, &c. 
This is the inquiry into the ex- 
ternal evidence. Or we may in- 
quire whether the facts related 
corresponded with the character 
of the Beings to whom they relate. 
This is the inquiry into the inter- 
nalevidence. It is on the latter, 
if we might réason from analogy, 
that we should expect a revela- 
tion from God principally to rely. 
We all believe that God created 
the world, but who does noi feel 
that the evidence of this fact from 
the works of nature has a greater 
power over his belief than the 
narrative of Moses? Might we 
not then expect, if God should 
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reveal a system of religion, that 
its power of convincing would de- 
pend rather upon the light which 
it reflected upon the character of 
God, and its adaptedness to the 
moral necessities of man, than up- 
on the best connected chain of 
external evidence. 

We have thus endeavoured to 
iliustrate the nature of internal 
evidence. In some subsequent 
papers, we may perhaps attempt 
to apply these principles to the 
case of scripture revelation. 


Messrs. Editors, By inserting in your 
useful Magazine, the following com- 
munication on ** Wilful Ignorance,” 
from the Christian Spectator, you 
will much oblige a Correspondent. 


AN INSTANCE OF WILFUL IGNORANCE. 


The following statement of a 
fact, is communicated in the be- 
lief that it may be instrumental 
in saving some from a similar er- 
ror and catastrophe. 

In my parish lived J—W—, an 
industrious farmer, prosperous in 
business, single, sober, a good 
neighbour, and in a worldly view, 
an estimable man. He lived 56 
years. 
life, and to the age of about thir- 
ty, he had been a habitual at- 
tendant on the public worship of 
God. For several years, his 
nind had been under serious im- 
pressions, and at some seasons his 
exercises were of a strong char- 
acter, which led him to inquire 
*“ what he must do to be saved,” 
urged him to seek the conversa- 
tion of bis minister, and to be 
much employed in religious con- 
cerns. But he quenched the 
spirit. He grew weary under 
such anxieties, and sought relief 
by adesperate expedient, viz. by 
taking shelter under wilful igno- 
rance. He was well apprised 
that his responsibility must be 
proportioned to his knowledge, 
but seemed to have overlooked 
the truth, that he was account- 
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In the early part of his 
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able for the means of acquisition, 
and for all his advantages, as well 


_as forthe knowledge which he 


actually possessed. He there- 
fore resolved to envelop himself, 
as far as possible, in ignorance. 
He entirely forsook the house of 
God, and all religious meetings, 
abandoned every attempt at pray- 
er, shunned his minister, shut up 
his bible, and wished to avoid 
every word and every thought 
which related to God and relig- 
ion. ‘To inquiries into the reasons 
of his conduct, he uniformly re- 
plied, that he wished to lighten 
his condemnation by excluding 
knowledge ; and he would gladly 
have been changed to a heathen 
ora beast, as far as religious in- 
formation was concerned. He 
refused the remonstrances of 
faithfal friends—his feelings were 
callous to the intreaties of affec- 
tion—his ear was shut against 
warning—his mind was unassail- 
able by argument. In this state 
he remained for years. He was 
retiring, reserved, clouded in his 
aspect, and notwithstanding his 
apparent peace, his mind was 
probably corroded with habitual 
discontent. 

! often visited the house, and 
occasionally found opportunities 
of addressing him directly. I fre- 
quently questioned him respect- 
ing his views of religion, but 
could rarely obtain a reply, and 
then only as necessity constrained 
him, for the sake of passing off 
the conversation. I pressed him 
with the absurdity of his course, 
warned him of his danger, urged 
him by every motive to attend to 
the public exercises of the sab- 
bath, and to other duties, but all 
in vain. He had fixed the prin- 
ciple in his mind, that to avoid all 
instruction would be the happiest 
course for him; and although he 
made no attempt to defend it by 
argument, he was inflexible. 

‘Towards the close of his life, 
his mind was greatly distressed. 
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and at length his horror became 
insupportable. Month after month 
he appeared more disconsolate, 
quitted his business, seemed in a 
deep study, occasioned alarm to 
his friends, and was a burden to 
himself. I visited him, though 
not at his request, for he had no 
wish tosee me. In this inter- 
view he was more free in con- 
versation than I had ever known 
him to be. He was in great agi- 
tation and distress of mind, and he 
wished that God would immedi- 
ately take him out of the world. 
I took the bible and explained 
the gospel to him, but he had no 
ear to hear. I asked him wheth- 
er he read the bible, to which he 
replied in the negative, adding 
that he had not read it for a long 
time, and that he could not en- 
dure to read it. I asked him if 
he prayed, to which his reply 
was, that he could not pray, and 
that neither the bible nor prayer 
could do him any good. He did 
not, however, forbid me to pray 
with him. There had been a 
time, he said, when he might 
have found the blessings of relig- 
ion, but that period had long since 
departed—his fate was now set- 
tled—and the sooner he was out 
of the world the better. I en- 
deavoured to alarm him by pre- 
senting a view of the tendency of 
such sentiments, but without ef- 
fect. Within a week, he was 
found in the morning, suspended 
by the neck, dead. 

I would suggest the following 
reflections on this melancholy 
case. 

1. How empty and unsatisfy- 
ing is the world without God. 
This man had an abundance. He 
chose a close retreat for the pur- 
pose of destroying himself, and 
there he hung, a dreadful spec- 
tacle,surrounded by his treasures. 
A wounded spirit who can bear ? 

2. Awakened sinners always 
resist the Holy Ghost. They see 
in some measure their condition, 
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but they will not submit to God. 
Their opposition to the divine 
character is the only cause of 
their distress. What a wonder 
of mercy that any are conquered 
and saved. So then hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy. 

3. Men are as certainly ac- 
countable for wilful ignorance, 
as for perverted knowledge. 
Neglecters of public worship are 
answerable for all the instructions. 
which they might have received 
from their spiritual watchmen. 

4. Those who forsake the 
house of God, or live in the neg- 
lect of divine appointments, are 
likely to ruin their own souls. 

Yours, &c. B. 
October, 1822. 


LETTER ON ‘“* UNITY IN A SERMON.” 


To the Editors of the Amer. Bap. 
Mag. 
Dear Sirs, 


I have read with much pleas- 
ure, an essay in your last num- 
ber, on “ Unity in a Sermon.”— 
The principles which it illus- 
trates, although to me somewhat 
new, seem in general, judicious 
and highly important. 

Were more attention paid to 
this subject by preachers of the 
gospel, [ am convinced more ef- 
fect would be produced by their 
labours; and that we should less 
frequently hear the complaints, 
now so common, of tediousness 
and repetition. Still there are 
some points alluded to, in the 
** Essay,’? upon which, I would 
respectfully solicit further infor- 
mation. I will put my inquiries 
into the form of questions, that 
they may assume a more definite 
form, and thus more readily 
elicit the instruction I desire. 

1. Are there not some adyanta- 
ges intimately connected with 
dividing a Sermon? Does it not 
enable the hearer to recollect 
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the instruction to which he has 
attended ? Are not divisions rest- 
ing places for the memory, from 
which the mind may more lei- 
surely survey the ground which 
it is passing over ? 

2. The author of the ** Essay” 
seems to aim his remarks espec- 
ially against the system of triple 
division; although I see no pe- 
culiar attraction in that number, 
I see nothing very repulsive in 
it. Why may not a sermon have 
three divisions, or even four or 
five ? 

3. There are some subjects, 
on which it would be difficult to 
treat without several divisions. 
If a minister were preaching up- 
on a particular duty, if he only 
explained its nature, would not 
his discourse appear more like an 
essay, than asermon? If he were 
preaching upon repentance, would 
it not be proper and highly ben- 
éficial to consider, first, its na- 
ture, secondly, its importance, 
and thirdly, its evidences ? 

By answering these inguiries, 
you will confer a peculiar fa- 
vour on, 


Yours, respectfully, 
GAIUS. 


ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONS OF 
GAIUS. 


We are sincerely obliged to 
Gaius for his letter, and with 
pleasure answer his pertinent in- 
quiries. We wish that more of 
our readers would follow his ex- 
ample. If we advance any opin- 
ions which will not bear the test 
of examination, it will afford us 
pleasure to retract them. If any 
of our sentiments are obscurely 
expressed, we shall seize, with 
avidity, every opportunity of 
presenting them with additional 
illustrations. 

1. In answer to the first in- 
quiry, we remark, that doubtless, 
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advantages may result from the 
division of asermon. Many ser- 
mons require it; some would be 
absolutely faulty without it. In 
such cases, by all means, let di- 
visions be made; nay, more, let 
them be numbered. All this 
may be done, and yet no viola- 
tion be offered to the law of 
unity. Two, three, or four ar- 
guments may have a direct bear- 
ing upon one position, as many 
illustrations may shed their con- 
centrated light upon one doc- 
trine, and then the want of di- 
visions would clearly be a defect. 
But suppose a sermon is fully 
occupied with the enforcement 
of one argument, or the expan- 
sion of one illustration? How 
shall we, in such a case, find a 
place for “ firstly,” ** secondly,” 
and thirdly?’ Here division, 
if not impracticable, would be a 
blemish instead ofa beauty. Be- 
sides, it may be fairly questioned, 
whether the greatest effect is 
produced by that sermon of 
which the several heads and di- 
visions are most perfectly remem- 
bered. All this may be done, 
and scarcely any faculty of the 
mind, except the memory, be 
called into exercise. When 
this is the case, recollection will 
not be durable. A few days, at 
most, will efface the whole im- 
pression. Considering man sim- 
ply as an intellectual being, a 
speaker will produce the great- 
est effect upon an _ audience 
when their understanding is 
aroused, and they feel the neces- 
sity of some mental exertion in 
order to follow the train of his 
If then his argument 
be conclusive, the effort with 
which it has been comprehended, 
will rivet it upon the memory. 
The effect then is somewhat the 
same as though the hearer had 
originated that particular illus- 
tration of the subject. And 
though perbaps he may not 
recoliect immediately afterward: 
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all the steps by which he arrived 
at the result, he knows that the 
result is true. | 

2. These remarks will fur- 
nish the necessary answer to the 
second question. We entertain 
no peculiar hostility to the num- 
ber three. We only animad- 
verted upon it, because it is 
the number which so constantly 
marks the divisions of a sermon. 
We remarked upon it, not be- 
eause it seemed ‘peculiarly re- 
pulsive,” but because we could 
not see in it any thing “ pecu- 
liarly attractive.” Let a ser- 
mon have as many topics as in 
the time allotted can be discuss- 
ed; but let them all have a 
bearing upon one point. And 
the reason is the same as we 
gave in the essay. The atten- 
tion becomes distracted by - di- 
versity of subjects. If we wish 
to produce the greatest effect, 
we must limit ourselves to one. 
Or to advert to a common adage, 
“if a thing is worth doing at all, 
it is worth doing well.” Ifa 
doctrine is important enough to 
be inculcated, it is important 
enough to be inculcated thor- 
eughly. And what doctrine in 
the bible would a_ preacher 
wish to inculcate, upon which 
he could not profitably spend the 
time allotted to a pulpit dis- 
course ? 

3. This brings us to the third 
question, which may be sum- 
med up in the inquiry, why 
‘in preaching upon repentance, 
it would not be proper to consid- 
er, first, its nature, second, its 
importance, and third, its evi- 
dences?”? We answer, this might 
be a good division for a treatise 
upon repentance.. Were a man 
to write a book upon this sub- 
ject, he might very properly 
adopt such a plan. But let us 
recollect that we are consider- 
ing what would be proper not 
for an octavo volume, but fora 
discourse of thirty or forty min- 


utes.° Who will say that even 
one of these topics could be ad- 
equately illustrated im so short a 
time? Would it not be more 
profitable to speaker and hear- 
er, that one of them should be 
considered somewhat minutely, 
than that they all should be cur- 
sorily alluded to, ina few com- 
mon place remarks? And this 
must almost of necessity be the 
case when only ten or twelve 
minutes are allotted to each 

Again, were a minister to 
preach but once in his life on 
the subject, or were a people to 
hear it discussed bat once, this 
plan, we confess, might be eli- 
gible. For this reason were a 
missionary travelling through a 
heathen country, wherever he 
addressed an assembly, he might 
very properly present before 
them an outline of the whole 
plan of’ redemption. But the 
circumstances of a settled pastor 
are widely different. He has to 
enforce frequently upon his peo- 
ple the same doctrine. He 
must not exhaust ail a subject 
in the first sermon, nor must he 
so preach upon any subject, that 
he can never allude to it again, 
without repeating a part of 
what he has said before. Other- 
wise his people will grow weary, 
and it will not be surprising if he 
become indolent. A certain set 
of phrases, and a certain train of 
thought, will mechanicaily sug- 
gest themselves whenever he re- 
curs to each particular doctrine, 
and thus, the labour of thinking 
will become almost unnecessary, 
and having become unnecessary, 
will soon be abandoned. 

But we may at last be referred 
to experience; and it may be 
asked, are not such sermons as we 
censure more useful than those 
we commend? We answer, with- 
out hesitation, other things being 
equal, certainly not. We admit 
that if two men be compared, of 
whom the one is filled with fer- 
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| 
vent piety burning with ardent 
love for the salvation of souls, and 
endued with strong sense; and 
the other is encased in cold spec- 
ulative unmeaning philosophy, 
there is no doubt whose 
ministry will be the most suc- 
cessful. But let us compare 
men of equal piety and similar 
natural abilities, and we have 
as little doubt that he who most 
elosely observes the rules of 
unity, will be most edifying to 
the church, and most extensively 
useful in the conversion of sin- 
ners. The principles on which 
a sermon should be constructed, 
depend upon the nature of the 
human mind. So long therefore 
as the mind of man remains the 
same, so long must these princi- 
ples abide fixed as the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which alter- 
eth not. 


SKETCHES OF A SERMON. 


The following sketches of a sermon 
delivered in Boston, on the morning 
of Lord’s day, Jan. 12, 1823, were 
recoliected by achild often years of 
age; and by her committed to 
writing, after she returned home. 
We give them in her own words. 

It is proper to state, that this 
amiable young “Miss, was not ac- 
customed to worship in the place 
where she heard the discourse, 
Perbaps hearing a stranger, might 
have some influence in fixing her 
attention, It is devoutly to be hop- 
ed, that the solemn truths which 
she retained in her memory, may 
be so impressed on her heart, as to 
lead her to trust in and love 
that precious Saviour, who has said 
** Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not—He that 
cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out—He that believeth not shall 
be damned.” 

Our principal object in present- 
ing this sketch to the public is, a 
desire to stimulate others to give 
the more earnest heed to the things 
which they hear, lest at any time 
they should let them slip. Perhaps 
few persons of any age, recollect 
as much of the sermons they hear 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 53 


as is here given by our young au- 
ditor. It is not, however, to be un- 
derstood, that these sketches, thou gh 
substantially correct, are taken Iit- 
eratim et verbatim. 


Marx xvi. 1.—‘* He that believ- 
not shall be damned.’ 


Are these the words of some 
wild fanatick, or some raving 
enthusiast, whose chief end is 
to torment the world before it’s 
time? No, they are the words 
of the blessed Saviour, who came 
to spread mercy and peace on 
earth—He commanded his dis- 
9 to go to the utmost bounds 
of the earth, and preach repent- 
ance ; but if they would not at- 
tend, then they must tell them 
what their fate would be. _Per- 
haps there are some persons in 
this house (but I hope there 
are very few,) who wish there 
never was such a passage in the 
Bible, as the one I have mention- 
ed; they may destroy it if they 
will; but that will do no good, 
for those words have come out 
of the mouth of God, and will 


stand steadfast for thousands of © 


ages. Jeremiah the prophet 
called Baruch the scribe. and re- 
quested him to write (for the art 
of printing was then unknown,) 
a prophecy against the Jews; he 
carried and read it to the princes, 
and they all trembled before 
him: he then carried it to the 
king, who after reading about a 
page of it, said in himself, | will 
defeat this prophecy, it shall 
never come to pass! He then 
took his penknife, and cut out 
the leaf and thrust it in the fire: 
then he read the rest of it, and 
took his penknife, and cut that 
out also, and thrust it in the fire ; 
but it did come to pass; for God 
hath said, that heaven and earth 
shall not pass away till every jot 
and tittle of the law shall be 
fulfilled. 

Must I be religious, I thiak | 
hear some of you say? must ! 
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be religious against my own in- 
clination? No, you can never be 
religious against your own incli- 
nation, for religion is, at all 
times, a matter of choice. I re- 
member once hearing a minister 
preach who said, that our trans- 
lators of the Bible had commit- 
ed avery egregious mistake, in 
translation of the word, shall be 
damned, it ought, he said, to be, 
shall be condemned; but this is 
the same thing, only the one de- 
notes the execution of the sen- 
tence more speedy than the 
other. A prisoner at the bar 
when he is condemned, is just 
the opposite to being acquitted ; 
and then the next thing to be 
done, is for the sentence to be 
executed. (As offensive as this 
word is,) you cannot pass the 
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streets without hearing men call 
upon God to damn themselves— 
their beasts—and even inanimate 
things, when they are in a pas- 
sion. What are you prepared to 
do when you go home? Are you 
prepared to ridicule and laugh at 
me when you have got from be- 
yond the sound of my voice? if 
you do, you will be sorry. I 
warn you that you will repent. 
Remember that every ungodly 
man or woman will be damned. 
Oh! fly to God while the door 
of mercy is open, for when it is 
shut you may cry in vain for ad- 
mittance, but the door will not 
be opened, for God will profess 
unto you, he never knew you.” 


To the above she subscribed 
her name. 


LETTER ON MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE AMER. 
BAP. MAG. 


I received a few days since, a letter 
from one of our missionaries, of 
which the following is an extract. 
If you think it and the succeeding 
remarks worthy of a place in your 
columns, they are at your service 
want the Baptists through- 

out the United States to feel that 

Burmah must converted 

through their instrumentality. 

They must do more than they 

have ever yet done. ‘They 

must pray more, they must give 
more, and make greater efforts to 
prevent the missionary flame from 
becoming extinct. Heathen souls 
are rushing into an awful eterni- 
ty by thousands, while christians, 


surfeited with gospel privileges, 


are indolently saying, ‘ We have 
much to do at home, our chari- 
table calls are numerous, and we 
must attend to our own con- 
cerns.” Thus they say, and by 
giving a few dollars, and offering 
a few cold prayers on the first 
Monday in the month, or when 
they receive some fresh intelli- 
gence from missionary ground, 


quiet their consciences, and think 
themselves engaged in missions. 
Instead of feeling and acting 
thus, every christian in the 
United States should feel as 
deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of making continual ef- 
forts for the salvation of the 
heathen, as though their con- 
version depended solely upon 
himself. Every individuai chris- 
tian should teel himself guilty 
if he has not done, and does not 
continue to do ail in his power 
for the spread of the gospel, and 
the enlightening of the heathen 
world. How can we, my brother, 
endure the thought, that while 
we are in full possession of those 
joys purchased by the sufferings 
of the Redeemer, millions of 
heathen are wailing out a 
wretched eternity, through our 
neglect or indolence to lead them 
to him who would have been 
their Saviour? Try to awaken 
christians around you. Preach 
frequentiy on the subject of 
missions. Ihave remarked, that 
where a minister feels much on 
the subject of missions, his peo- 
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ple generally partake much of 
his spirit.” 

On this extract, if I might be 
allowed a few reflections, I 
would ask, 

1. Is this delineation of the 
present state of missionary feel- 
ing, or rather of the want of mis- 
sionary feeling, correct? Let the 
prayers in the closet, at the 
family altar, and in the publick 
sanctuary, bear witness. Is it not 
lamentably true, that in many dis- 
tricts of our country the heathen 
are forgotten; and in others, 
eur mention of them shows that 
we remember them only in 
name? Where is that unquench- 
able zeal for the glory of Christ, 
where is that tender, yet intense 
anxiety for the salvation of men, 
which ought to distinguish us? I 
blush to answer the question. 
It is odious to assume the tone of 
reproof, but I would ask, in the 
spirit of the gospel, whether, 
whilst we hear much about our 
numerical strength, and about 
our increasing facilities for liter- 
ary acquirements, the souls of the 
heathen are not almost forgotten? 

2. If this be the case, will it 
not account for the present lan- 
guishing state of our foreign 
missions? [ hope [ shall not be 
censured for using this language. 
It is about ten years since our 
missionary exertions commenc- 
ed. Within that time, only four 
missionaries with their wives 
have gone abroad under our pa- 
tronage. Ofthese, two have al- 
ready died. ‘The remaining two, 
with one who was in India when 
the Board was organized, are all 
that we support among the 600 
perishing millions. I will not in- 
stitute the comparison between 
these exertions and those of our 
christian brethren of other de- 
nominations in this country. It 
will be sufficient to remark, that 


* This seems a scriptural test for 
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we are considered the most nu- 
merous of any denomination in 
the United States. Who of our 
young brethren are raised up to 
go among the heathen? Who are 
coming forward to supply eventhe 
places of Wheelock and Colman ? 
I ask, do not these facts prove 
that our Mission is languishing? 
And we say that this apathy of 
christians is sufficient to account 
for it. God has connected ina 
special manner the prayers of 
his people with the raising up of 
Missionaries. Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth labourers into 
his harvest. We can never ex- 
pect that missions abroad will 
flourish, unless they be support- 
ed by a spirit of fervent effectual 
supplication at home. 

3. The spirit of real vital re- 
ligion is nearly aliied to the spir- 
it of missions ; or perhaps to speak 
more correctly, they are different 
modifications of the same thing. 
Is there not reason to fear that 
this spirit is declining amongst us? 
If we should judge by the number 
of additions* to our churches, we 
must allow that such is the fact. 
With reference to this subject, 1 
have frequently examined the Min- 
utes of our Associations, and the 
additions are generally fearfully 
small. Brethren, isthere not utter- 
ly a fault among us for which God 
hath in anger shut up his tender 
mercies? | pretend not to know 
what the cause is for which God 
has a controversy with us, but I 
fear that such a controversy ex- 
ists. If this be the case, every 
thing else that we may gain will 
be less than nothing and vanity. 
Ichabod will be written upon our 
sanctuaries, for the glory will 
have departed. Then, however 
imposing may be the superstruc- 
ture, we fear it will be nothing 
but a sepulchral monument, cov- 


ascertaining the religious state of a 


church, ** The Lord be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause his face to 
shine upon us, éhaf thy way may be known abroad, thy saving health unto all 


Nations,” 
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ering a lifeless corse, and per- 
petuating to succeeding genera- 
tions the circumstances of our 
mournful dissolution. i 

4, If these representations be 
true, do they not call loudly up- 
on us to humble ourselves before 
God? If we have departed from 
him, we must return with weep- 
ing and supplication. Let us pray 
God that he would show us 
wherefore he contendeth with us. 
Let every private christian ear- 
nestly examine himself, to see 
whether he be not in some meas- 
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ure the cause of this general de- 
clension. Let the ministers of 
the gospel exhort their people to 
thorough searchings of heart and 
deep humiliation. Let us search 
and try our ways, and turn 
again unto the Lord. ‘* Remember 
therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works ; or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repeat.” 

A Constant. Reaper. 


Misstonary Jntelligence. 


BIRMAN MISSION. * 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
REV. MR. PRICE TO THE COR. SEC. 
@F THE BOARD. 


Rangoon, July 12th, 1822. 


My very dear Brother, 


Although I have very little encour- 
agement to write, having never receiv- 
ed a line of intelligence from any of 
my American friends, except one, for 
thirteen months now past, vet I am, at 
present, in circumstances requiring a 
detailed account to the Board. 


following evening, along side of 
Mr. Judson’s little Reger—broth- 
er Hough officiating at the fune- 
ral, and a large concourse of Eu- 
ropeans and Burmans attending 
at the sad ceremony. 

1 am now just on the point of 
parting with my little daughter, 


who goes to Calcutta in the ship 


which conveys this letter. 1 feet 
hardly able to support this double 
separation—but | am sure it is all 


for the best, and hence I can say, 


** Not my will, but thine, O God, 
be done.” 


Death of Mrs. Price. 


t My dear partner enjoyed her 
i usual health, until the extreme 


Operations for Cataracts. 


= 


ong heat of March and April debilitat- 


ed her frame, and exposed her to 
an attack of the dysentery, which 
came on about the middle of 
April, at first exciting but little 
alarm. For four or five days she 
kept about the house; but the 
disease proving obstinate, she 
took to her bed on Saturday the 
20th of April—and after suffering 
a good deal of pain and distress, 
breathed her last on Thursday 
evening, the 2d of May, very calm 
and happy at the prospect of her 
change. She was buried on the 


On the day Mrs. Price was tak- 
en sick, | performed the opera- 
tion for a cataract on both the 
eyes of a Burman woman, who 
had been blind two or three years. 

It happily succeeded well, so 
that she could, with the help of 
spectacles, see to read quite dis- 
tiuctly. This excited so much talk, 
that our house was soon thronged 
with visiters, most of whom came 
with diseased eyes. From morn- 
ing ull night the piazza was filled, 
and we were at last obliged to bar 
our doors in order to study or eat 
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in peace. With the advice of 

brother Judson, I have hired 

Moung Hia to assist me, and have 

undertaken to perform: for good 
cataracts, and all easy surgical 
operations. I have also the help 
of Moung Shwa_ Ba, who, since 
Mrs. Price’s death, has hardly left 
my side. With the assistance of 
these two faithful men, I occupy 
not more than two or three hours 
a day in attending to the cases. 


Favourable Prospects. 


The governor’s wife has sent 
for me twice, and | am strongly 
inclined to hope that the Lord is 
intending to grant us favour in 
the sight of the rulers of this land. 
The multiplicity of business thus 
heaped on me, has proved a most 
happy antidote to melancholy re- 
flection—though it has necessari- 
ly very much wearied my mind, 
and injured my health. God's 
dealings have, however, been all 
ordered in kindness; and I am 
obliged, in the midst of my tears, 


_ to rejoice that God reigns—for he 


will do all things well. 


Mr. Judson writes, under date 
of July Ist, that the translation of 
the New Testament was nearly 
completed, and that he hoped to 


finish it in three or four months.. 


The zayat, after having been al- 
most deserted, is again visited by 
some of the most respectable Bur- 
mans, who appear to be earnest- 
ly inquiring. One of the converts, 
Moung Nyo-dwa, has been ex- 
cluded for such inattention to re- 
ligion, as appeared to be incon- 
sistent with a christian profession. 
Moung Thalah died in the faith, 
A female has offered herself for 
baptism, and her case was under 
consideration. She is one of the 
Nandau-gong women, with whom 
Mrs. Judson spent many days. 

{ Lam. 
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EXTRACTS FROM MR. JUDSON’S 
TERS TO HIS WIFE. 


Rangoon, Sept. 5, 1821. 

“[ hope you enjoy more re- 
ligion that I do. ‘This heavy 
affliction does not have that sai- 
utary effect on my heart, which 
I anticipated. Mercies and judg- 
ments seem to be thrown away 
on me, and I am afraid that I 
shalt never make much advance 
in the divine life. [had such a 
view and sense of my depravity, 
this morning, as made me ready 
to give up all for lost—not, I 
mean, as it regards my interest in 
Christ—there I feel strong—but 
as it regards any attainments in 
holiness, while remaining in this 
state of sin. Oh! how consoling 
it is, to give up myself and you, 
and the interest of the mission, in- 
te the faithful hands of Jesus, 
and to look forward to that bless- 
ed state, where we are sure of 
meeting, though we should meet 
no more on earth. The Lord 
reigns, and I feel, at times, that 
I can safely trust all in his hands, 
and rejoice in whatever may be- 
tide. If we suffer with Christ, 
we shall also be glorified with 
him. 

Sept. 12. Company continued 
with me, until after three o’clock, 
and then I found myself alone, 
and, for a few hours, was very 
desolate and unhappy. But a- 
bout sunset, the time mentioned 
in your last letter, for mutual 
prayer, I felt more comfortable. 

And now, evening worship be- 
ing past, I am sitting in my room. 
Your last letter lies before me, 
and Winchell’s Collection also ; 
open at the hymn, * Blest be the 
tie that binds.” Not that I can- 
not repeat it without book, but 
I wish to refresh myself with 
a view of the very words. How 
exactly suited to our case ! How 
it describes the manner in which 
we have lived together, for 
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many years, the pain which we 
feel in being parted, and the 
glorious hopes and prospects be- 
fore us! One thing, however, it 
omits, namely, the hope which 
we entertain of meeting again 
in this world. 

Lord’s day. But few Burmans 
present at worship. Some oth- 
ers would probably have attend- 
ed, had it not been for the rain. 
I have, consequently, had a dull 
day. Religion, however, has af- 
forded me some comfort, espec- 
ially this evening. But O how 
small a part of our daily comfort 
and gratification: is derived from 
the right source! And how apt 
are christians to deceive them- 
selves, in this particular! It is 
only when deprived of outward 
means, that we learn to correct 
ourerror. Then we find that 
the depravity of the heart is so 
great, that we cannot be satisfied 
with the pure bread of heaven, 
but are continually hankering af- 
ter the more gross and palpable 
food of this world—the husks of 
time and sense. And, alas, our 
minds are so weak and ill-disci- 
plined, that frequently, when we 
are in a spiritual frame, and ob- 
tain some glimpse of Heaven, 
present grief will intervene, and 
swallow up all anticipations of 
future joy.” 


MR. COLMAN TO MR. SHARP, OF 
BOSTON. 


[Written a few days before his death.) 


Cox’s Bazar, April 16, 1822. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 

My last informed you of our 
expected departure from Chitta- 
gong. Since that time, we have 
had the happiness of seeing a 
bungalow erected at this place, 
which will render us comfortable 
during the dry season. Mrs. Col- 
man has been able to raise a 
small school. It flourishes be- 
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yond our éxpectations,—espec- 
ially when we consider that 
there is not a single Arrakanese 
who resides on our premises. 
Could an appropriation be made, 
or funds raised for its support, 
much benefit might result to 
these ignorant, wretched chil- 
dren. 

Since our arrival, I have had 
considerable conversation with 
many who live around us, and 
with many who live in different 
parts of the Burman empire. 
The imperfect views of divine 
truth which have been given, 
(for imperfect they must be 
while I am deficient in the ltan- 
guage,) will not, I hope, be en- 
tirely in vain. From some we 
have been favoured with sev- 
eral visits, and one or two af- 
ford considerable evidence of be- 
ing renewed by divine grace. 
Inquiry has been excited. The 
people frequently meet together 
in small companies, and have 
warm debates concerning the. 
christian religion. These ap- 
pearances are encouraging, and 
sometimes lead me to indulge the 
belief, that the way for the 
spread of divine truth will be 
opened, whenever myself and 
others are qualified to speak Ar- 
rakanese with fluency and clear- 
ness. It is not however reason- 
able to suppose that the seed 
can be sown, and the harvest 
reaped in a single day. The 
present may be properly denom- 
inated the season of preparation. 
A regular series of labour has 
not as yet been commenced. 
Most of my time is still employ- 
ed in study; nor can [ at pres- 
ent be more profitably engaged. 

It affords me, however, great 
pleasure to look forward to the 
time when I shall be partially re- 
leased from this work, and shall 
enjoy the privilege of daily 
preaching the gospel to this 
perishing people. We need not 
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be concerned about the final re- 
sult. For our Lord has said, that 
the “kingdom of heaven is like 
unto leaven, which a woman 
took and hid in three measures 
of meal until the whole was 
leavened.” 

{ had scarcely finished the 
preceding sentence, when a man 
came in, of whose conversion 
we entertain strong hopes. I 
told him that I was writing toa 
teacher, in the great country of 
America. ‘Tell the people 
there,” said he, * that among all 
the kindreds that dwell on the 
earth, the Arrakanese are the 
darkest. ‘They are, to use a 
comparison, as dark as the dark- 
est night ‘in the rainy season. 
Let the disciples of Christ there- 
fore be exceedingly diligent in 
praying and labouring for their 
salvation.”” Is not this, thought 
I, a Macedonian cry from the 
wilderness? idere are two thirds 
of a nation, not inconsiderable in 
point of numbers, exiled from 
their country, and compelled to 
take shelter in one governed by 
christiaa rulers. ‘This move- 
ment of divine Providence has 
placed them within the reach of 
benevolent exertions. May we 
not therefore hope that He, who 
guides the affairs of kingdoms, 
has sent them away from the 


land of their fathers, that they 


inay become acquainted with the 
gospel? Until within a short 
time past, they have been in 
too unsettled a state to admit of 
the residence of a missionary 
among them. But now they 
have built for themselves towns, 
and planted vineyards. The 
field of labour among them is 
open—is open to the American 
Baptists. And shall the privi- 
lege be granted them in vain ? 


Very affectionately yours, 


‘J. COLMAN. 
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MRS. COLMAN’S LETTER TO HER 
MOTHER AND SISTERS IN BOSTON. 


Cox’s Bazar, June 8, 1822. 


My dear Mother and Sisters, 


We have this day been fa- 
voured with a number of inter- 
esting letters from America. [ 
hastened to unseal their wrapper 
with the fall expectation of see- 
ing ‘the hand writing of .my be- 
loved sisters; but when [-found 
this was not the case, my disap- 
pointment was so great, that I 
could not refrain from weeping. 
It is now eight long montis 
since their last communications 
were received. 

We arrived at this place about 
seven months ago, and have since 
that time, had the satisfaction of 
seeing a small building com- 
pleted; the sides of which are 
of bamboo, its reof of thatch, and 
its floor of boards. It is situated 
on a rising spot of ground, and 
commands from the front a most 
delightful view of the ocean 
think | observed in my fast, that 
it was our intention to return to 
Chittagong at the commence- 
ment of the rainy season. But 
finding we here enjoyed such 
excellent opportunities for im- 
proving in the language, and 
Mr. C. also having commenced 
a regular course of instruction 
for the benetit of the Acrak- 
anese, we finally conciuded it 
was best to continue our resi- 
dence at this place. In order to 
secure ourselves as much as pos- 
sible from the damp and wet, we 
have bad our bungalow (a nave 
by which buildings of this sort 
are called.) enclosed with a 
large kind of leaf. We are both 
favoured with good health, and 
were never more happy, 

On the 13th of February, we 
opened a small school consisting 
of eleven Arrakanese children—. 
two girls, and nine boys. A 


forinight ago, a young woman 
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about twenty-five years of age, 
was added to the number. The 
superintendance of this little 
community belo to my de- 
partment. Beneath the little 
roof where they meet for in- 
struction, | spend a considerable 
part of my time; the remainder 
of it is devoted to study and 
domestic avocations. Mr. C. 
spends a part of the day in 
studying the language; the oth- 
er part in conversation with the 
Arrakanese. He is now able to 
communicate his ideas, though 
not fluently, yet so as to be un- 
derstvuod upon any subject. He 
expounds the scriptures regular- 
ly every Sabbath, to an assem- 
bly of about thirty, including the 
scholars. I rejoice to say that 
our teacher has, for some months 
past, given good evidence of be- 
ing areal christian. Mr. C. will, 
I expect, shortly baptize him. 
There is also another person 
whom we believe has met with a 
saving change, although he does 
not himself feel satisfied that this 
is the case. A spirit of anxious 
Jnquiry appears to be excited in 
the minds of a few, and we are 
greatly encouraged to hope that 
God has a blessing in reserve 
for this benighted people. — 

Chittagong, Sept. 24. Again I 
resume the pen, to address my 
dear Mother and Sisters. But 
oh! how different are my pres- 
ent circumstances from those in 
which I was placed, when wri- 
ting the above! Then, I was 
blest with the calm sunshine of 
prosperity; enjoyed the friend- 
ship of one of the best of hus- 
bands, and together with him an- 
ticipated the pleasure of seeing 
many of the superstitious heath- 
en renounce their idols, and 
unite with us in the worship of 
the one true God. But now, 
alas! the dark clouds of adver- 
sity fill my horizon. 1 am be- 
reaved of my amiable, and dear- 
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ly beloved companion, and all 
my fond hopes are extinguished. 
You will, undoubtedly, have 
heard of the afllicting intelli- 
gence of Mr. Colman’s death, 
long before the arrival of this 
letter. He was called from this 
world of uncertainty and pain, 
on the 4th of July, after an ili- 
ness of only six days. For the 
particulars, however, relating to 
his sickness, &c. | mast refer you 
to a letter which will accom- 
pany this to his dear mother. 
You can more easily imagime, 
than I can describe, what were 
the acuteness of my sufferings in 
the final hour of separation. I 
scarcely know how I went 
through this agonizing scene, 
without a single European friend 
to sympathise with me, or to al- 
leviate the cares which pressed 
on my burdened mind! But God 
strengthened me until after the 
lovely remains were deposited in 
the cold grave. Then I was al- 
most immediately seized with a 
fever, which, together with great 
depression of spirits, su exhausted 
my strength that I was hardly ca- 
pable of preparing for my depar- 
ture from Cox’s Bazar. 1 left that 
place with a heavy heart-—a place 
endeared by many a tie, and to 
which I had latterly been accus- 
tomed to look as my home while 
on earth. Oh, how mach! wish- 
ed that another missionary family 
had previously joined us! In that 
case, | could have enjoyed the 
melancholy pleasure of spending 
my days by the grave of my be- 
loved partner, and endeavoured 
to do a little towards the promo- 
tion of that glorious cause in 
which he so ardently engaged. 
The poor Arrakanese are left in 
a most melancholy situation. 
Previous to my leaving Cox’s Ba- 
zar, all who had been in the habit 
of visiting us assembled in the bun- 
galow, and lamented the loss of 
Mr. C. in such simple and feeling 
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language, that my heart was happy reunion with my beloved 
wrung with pity. ‘We have,” companion, and in that: blessed 
said they, ‘lost eur teacher and world too, where another separa- 
father, and are now about to lose tion would never take place. 
our mother. Weare wickedand God, however, saw fit to order it 
unworthy of a teacher, and there- otherwise. Through his tender 


fore God has taken him from ns.’? mercy, | now find. myself nearly 16 F 
They inquired with deep solici- restored to usual health. But, my 1 aaa 
tude if | thought another mission- dear mother and sisters, | feel eee 
ary would come to instruct them. that sickness of heart which no BER i old i 
1 told them that they must pray earthly pbysiciancancure. The 
to God for one, and if agreeable loss of Mr. C. is more and more hy a 


to his will, their prayers would 
be answered. ‘The scholars also 
were all present on the occasion. 
1 keenly felt for these poor little 
children who had been for some 
months under my care, and whose 
moral and religious improvement 
we had anticipated with such high 
satisfaction. 

Ob! how inscrutable are the 
dispensations of Providence! Af- 
ter making it a subject of earnest 
prayer that God would show him 
the path of duty, Mr.C. was led to 
settle at Cox’s Bazar. He com- 
menced his labours among the na- 
tives in that place, and had the 
pleasure to see a spirit of inquiry 
excited in the minds of a few, 
when suddenly the scene was clos- 
ed, and these poor creatures were 
Jeft without any one to point them 
to the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sin of the world.”? But 
though time should never disclose 
the reasons of this event, yet it 
will be seen in the light of anoth- 
er world, that it was ordered in 
the best possible manner. 


** I know thy judgments, Lord, are right, 
Though they may seem severe.” 


l arrived at Chittagong on the 
9th of July. Here { found friends, 
ready to afford me every attention 
and kindness which my afflicted 
situation required. The fever by 
which | was attacked previous to 
leaving Cox’s Bazar, continued 
for several weeks. I was brought 
80 exceedingly low, that I fre- 
quently concluded, (that if a 
christian) I should soon have a 


deeply felt. 1 take not the least 


enjoyment in any thing of an 
earthly nature; but feel as dis- 
consolate and afflicted as David 
did when he said, ** My heart 2s 
smitten, and withered like grass, 30 
that | forget to eat my bread. By 
reason of the voice of my groan- 
ing, my bones cleave to my skin. 
I am like a pelican in the wilder- 
ness: I watch, and am as a spar- 
row alone on the house top.” I 
trust | do feel the importance of 
looking to God for consolation. I 
know it cannot be,obtained from 
any othersource. If He heals ine 
I shall be healed. 

I must leave writing for the 
present. 1 expect soon to be ia 
Calcutta, and after my arrival 
there, 1 shall endeavour to write 
again. 

In deep affliction, | remain, my 
dear mother and sisters, your af- 
fectionate daughter and sister, 


ELIZABETH W. COLMAN. 


LETTER FROM MRS. COLMAN To 
MR. COLMAN’S MOTHER. 


Chittagong, Sept. 26, 1822. 


My dear Mother, 


Your letter of Aug. 28th, 1821, 
was duly received. While read- 
ing the account which it contains 
of the death of Mr. H. Pearce, | 
little suspected it would so speedi- 
ly fall to my lot to communicate 
to vou, intelligence of a similar 
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nature. Alas! it is my painful 
duty to mention a death in which 
you are more deeply interested 
than in that of the above, and 
which, should you not have pre- 
viously heard of it, witl awaken 
in your bosom the tenderest sor- 
row. Your affectionate son, the 
amiable and dearly beloved com- 
panion of my joys and sorrows, is 
no more! How trying and myste- 
rious are the dispensations of 
Providence! On the arnra! of 
your letter, which was the 8th of 
June, Mr C. was well, and enjoy- 
ed an unusual flow of spirits. He 
was warmly engaged in the cause 
of his Divine Master, and his life, 
to human appearance, was never 
morenecessary But jnst at this in- 
teresting period lufinite Wisdom 
saw fit to remove him. On the 
28th of June he was attacked by 
an intermittent fever. He took 
such medicines as are commonly 
used in simiiar cases. They pro- 


duced a good effect, and such 


were the favourable symptoms of 
his disease, and so slight his suf- 
ferings during the five first days, 
that neither of us apprehended 
the least danger. On the sixth 
day, however, he suddenly grew 
worse, and early in the evening 
the fever came on in a more 
alarming manner than it had done 
at any preceding time. I gave 
him some medicine, which con- 
siderably abated its violence. He 
became quite composed, and after 
speaking a few words to me, fell 
into a gentle sleep. I remained 
by him in a state of great anxiety, 
but still thought there was every 
appearance of his having a com- 
fortable night, and I determined, 
as I saw his disorder increasing 
so fast, that should we both be 
spared until the next day, | would 
remove with him to Chittagong, 
hoping that a change of air might 
prove beneficial. But, alas! he 
was not permitted to behold the 
light of another sun. After re- 
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maining composed for a short 
time, I had the disappointment to 
perceive that he grew extreinely 
restless. Il awoke him, and oh! 
what agony of mind | felt when [ 
found that delirium had made its 
approach! It was then about 
eleven o’clock. After this, the 
fever increased ina rapid and vi- 
olent manner, and rendered inef- 
fectual every effort which | made 
to save a life so dear to me. His 
aufferings were very extreme un- 
til towards the close, when it 
pleased God to lessen their sever- 
ity. Although unable to speak, 
yet he seemed entirely delivered 
from pain, and breathed his last 
without a groan or struggle 

I am sensible, my dear mother, 
that this event will be peculiarly 
trying to you. | am sure it has 
left me most discunselate and af- 
flicted. It has indeed been al- 
most too much for my feebie va- 
ture to sustain. But however se- 
vere our sufferings, let us rest sat- 
istied that the event has been or- 
dered by unerring Wisdom. If 
God corndescends to number the 
hairs of our head, and to take no- 
tice of even the sparrow which 
falleth to the ground, certainly he 
is not indifferent to those events 
which relate to the prosperity of 
his own kingdom. God knew 
perfectly well what would be the 
result of our going to Cox’s Bazar. 
It was according to his holy will 
that there Mr. C. should be visit- 
ed with sickness. and that that sick- 
ness should terminate in death. 
May we therefore be enabled-to 
exercise that submission which is 
pleasing in his sight, and to say, 
with ao afflicted saint of old, 
‘Though he slay me, yet will 
will I trusi in him.” 

Let it also be our consolation 
that the dear subject of this letter 
was fully prepared for heaven, 
and that his happy spirit, now re- 
leased from this world of sin and 
suffering, is enjoying the company 


ii 
| 
4q 
i : 
| 
j 
} 
j tha 
it 
i 
| 
af 
| 
| 
4 
| 
{ 
| 
| di: | 


8238.) 


of angels and glorified beings, and 
drinks full draughts of bliss from 
that river of pleasure which flows 
at the right hand of God and the 
Lamb. He did not put off the 
concerns of eternity until confined 
to a sick bed. No: while blest 
with health, and in the full pos- 
session of his rational powers, he 
made it his business to prepare for 
a dying hour. During the last 
18 months of his life, his mind was 
unusually solemn, and seemed to 
be under a strong presentiment 
that he should be early removed 
from this world. Frequently, 
when under the influence of these 
impressions, he has conversed in 
the most solemn and impressive 
manner respecting his own disso- 
lution. One of these seasons in 
particular is deeply engraven ov 
‘my memory. Coming one day 
from his place of retirement, he 
seated himself by me, and witha 
placid and heavenly air convers- 
ed with me concerning an early 
Separation, and entreated me to 
prepare my mind for such an 
event, as he fully believed his 
time on earth was short. He re- 
marked, the prospect of death 
was animating, and that he had 
not a desire to live but for my 
sake, and that of-the poor heath- 
en. You may well imagine. my 
dear mother, that the subject was 
then painful to my feelings; but 
it now affords me great satisfac- 
tion to reflect on these seasons. 
I believe that God was then pre- 
paring him for exactly the sudden 
death that awaited him, and for a 
State of heavenly existence. 

I rejoice that you are surround. 
ed by christian friends who will 
feel it their privilege to sympa- 
thize with you on this melancholy 
Occasion. And may God, of his 
Infinite mercy, pour into your bo- 
som the balm of heavenly conso- 
lation, conduct you safely through 
this vale of tears, and at last may 
we both have a happy reunion 
with our beloved friend in that 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 63 


world where distracting sorrows 
and separations are unknown. 
remain, yours, 
very affectionately, 
E. W. COLMAN. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
REV. MR. JUDSON TO DR. BALD* 
WIN. 


Rangoon, Aug. 21, 1822, 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


Since I wrote you last Feb. I 
have been almost entirely confin- 
ed to the translation of the New 
Testament, in which I had pro- 
ceeded to the end of the second 
of Corinthians, including Ephesi- 
ans, Hebrews, and the epistles of 
John; when an order arrived 
from the king, summoning broth- 
er Price to Ava, on account of his 
medical skill, of which his Majes- 
ty had heard. We expect to leav# 
Rangoon day after tomorrow, in 
a boat provided by Government. 
Brother Hough remains in charge 
of this station. 

For several weeks past, there 
has been a considerable excite- 
ment in the minds of our Burman 
friends. The assembly on Lord’s 
days has risen to thirty or forty. 
Five have lately been baptized, 
and there remain several hope- 
ful inquirers. These circum- 
stances make me very reluctant 
to leave Rangoon; yet the path 
of duty seems to lead to Ava. 
May the Lord direct and prosper 
this onr second attempt to gain 
some footing in the capital and 
the palace. 

Yours of Dec. 8, 1821, I have 
received, as wellas all the letters 
and pamphlets mentioned there- 
in, for which [thank you. Ihave 
no! heard from brother Colman 
since Feb. nor from Mrs Judson 
since she left Madras Roads. 

Yours, most respectfully, 
A. JUDSON, Jr. 
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ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER, DATED CaL- 
cUTTA, AUG. 5, 1822, FRoM REV. 
J. LAWSON TO DR. BALDWIN. 


My dear Sir, 


A few weeks agol wrote to 
you, communicating the mournful 
news of brother Colman’s death. 
[t is now my painful duty to ac- 
quaint you that the day before 
yesterday we were deeply affect- 
ed with the unexpected intelli- 
gence from Rangoon of the death 
of Mrs. Price. Dr. Price has fa- 
voured me with the account of 
her truly distressing afflictions, 
which at length terminated in her 
dismissal to a better state of ex- 
istence. I send with thisa num- 
ber of letters, which arrived here 
by the same conveyance from 
Rangoon, and which will doubt- 
less contain the particulars of this 
bereaving providence, and pre- 
vent the necessity of my writing 
more largely on the subject. The 
great Disposer of all things knows 
best his own plans, and it becomes 
us to bow submissively to his sa- 
cred will. I sincerely pray that 
these successive dispensations 
may not discourage the friends of 
the American Baptist Missionary 
Society. With this I send the 
second No. of our Herald, and 

art of No. 3, because it contains 
some of the last letters brother 
Colman wrote to me before he 
died. The Herald, Capt. Wills, 
arrived last week. By this con- 
veyance I received a box of dol- 
Jars (1000,) but as yet have not 
received any bill of lading. I sup- 
pose it may be in some parcel not 
yet ashore, as Capt. Wills teils 
me he can only bring from the 
ship two or three parcels at a 
time, and that there are yet some 
on board to my address. 

I believe in my last, 1 endeay- 
oured to thank you for the many 
Magazines, pamphlets, sermons, 
Sc. I have received from you at 


various times. These articles are 
always highly esteemed. The 
account in your Magazine, of the 
revival at Saybrook, | read at our 
prayer meeting, and a very deep 
feeling was excited on the occa- 
sion. We have lately formed 
here a Bible Association, and a 
Bethel Society. Our brother 
Statham is building a chapel, 
which I suppose will be finished 
by next January. Mr. Pearson, 
anoiher of the Missionaries be- 
longing to the London Missionary 
Society, has been baptized at 
Serampore. He is pious, active, 
and well furnished with a knowl- 
edge of the Bengalee language. 
Brother Yates is very ill indeed, 
but better to-day. Ifhe should 
be removed from us, his loss 
would be most severely felt. Dr. 
Carey was married this day fort- 
night, and is in excellent health 
and spirits. 

I am concerned to hear of the 
death of my highly valued friend 
Mr. J. Cauldwell. I loved him as 
a father, and his affectionate and 
truly spiritual letters to me were 
addressed to me as hisson. Our 
loss certainly is his gain. Pre- 
sent my christian regards to all 
friends. 

I am, yours, very sincerely. 

JOHN LAWSON, 


P. S. Dr. Price has committed to 
our care his infant daughter who safe- 
ly arrived from Rangoon last Saturday, 
and will be taken care of by Mrs. Law- 
son and Mrs. Pearce with all the ten- 
derness which christian duty and sym- 
pathy excite. 


DIGAH. 
[ From the Eng. Bap. Mag.| 


The following communication from 
Mr. Rowe to Mr. Saffery, will be 
read with interest and pleasure by 
those of our friends, who feel solic- 
itous for the spread of Female edu- 


cation in India. 
Digah, Jan. 1, 1822. 
My dear Brother Saffery, 
As | am in the habit of giving 


you a regular account of the pro- 
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gress made in native female tui- 
tion, I shall devote this sheet 
principally to this object. You 
will have learnt from my last that 
we had met with a little encour- 
agement ; and I am happy to add, 
that during the last quarter our 
rospects in this department have 
oo still more encouraging. It 
pow being the Christmas vaca- 
tion, Mrs. Rowe is more at leisure 
with respect to our boarding 
school ; but she is fully employed 
in her native female schools, and 
I hope she is not labouring in vain. 
I shall now give you a short ac- 
count of the schools separately, 
and arrange them according to 
the time of their establishment. 
‘Of the first two or three attempts, 
which failed, I shall say nothing 
but begin with the : 


School at Dinapore. 


This School commenced in the 
year 1818. A few females, be- 
longing to His Majesty’s twenty- 
fourth foot, had united with Mrs. 
Rowe in forming a society to pro- 
mote native female education, 


about twelve months before the 


establishment of the Dinapore 
school. During that year, efforts 
were made both at Digah and at 
another place in Dinapore, but 
they failed. At the time the pres-. 
ent school was set up, the preju- 
dices of our native neighbours 
against female education were so 
strong, that very few girls could 
be obtained. 'To effect any thing, 
it was necessary to employ a na- 
tive schoolmaster, and it was 
therefore agreed that Mrs. Rowe 
should admit a number of boys in- 
to this school till more females 
could be procured. As a boys’ 
school it soon prospered, and has 
continued in a prospereus state 
eversince. ‘The number of boys 
varies from twenty to fifty, ac- 
cording to the season of the year : 
at certain seasons many of them 
are occupied in the fields. These 
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boys read the scriptures and re- 
ligious tracts, without the least 
scruple whatever. Inthe female 
department, for ahout two years, 
things remained ina fluctuating 
state. Evil disposed persons 
raised some silly reports respect- 
ing our motives, and though most 
of them were perfectly ridicu- 
lous, yet they too often had the 
desired effect. On some of these 
occasions, the poor children 
would fly as if they were about 


to be tied up in bags and shipped © 


for England. Notwithstanding all 
these discouragements, the school 
now assumes amore settled and 
respectable appearance. ‘There 
are eight girls and two women at- 
tached to it. ‘The girls attend 
the school, and the women are 
taught at their own houses. As 
I was going through Dinapore a 
few weeks ago, | was surprised 
to see awoman in one of the shops 
with a manuscript book lying op- 
en before her, and she reading 
out of it with an audible voice. 

On after inquiry, I found that 
she was one of the women taught 
by this master, and that she was 
then learning the lesson which 


‘had been written out for her for 


that day. When she heard that I 
had been inquiring after her, she 
came to our bungalow to make 
her salam. One girl in this school 
has made considerable progress 
in reading and writing, and we 
hope she will, ere long, become a 
female teacher. Besides Mrs. 
Rowe’s occasional visits, she has 
them at our bungalow about once 
a month, to undergo a general 
examination. ‘These girls con- 
sider themselves respectable, and 
have hitherto refused to receive 
any rewards for learning, except 
a small quantity of native sweet- 
meats now and then. ‘There was 
a goorooine (female teacher) at- 
tached to this school, but Mrs. 
Rowe had to dismiss her for im- 
proper conduct. ‘The school- 
master is one of the most respect- 
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able we have, and is in great us that it is by a patient continu- 
esteem among his neighbours, It ance in well doing that we must 
was proposed to send him to Cal- expect to attain our object. We 
cutta, for a month or two, to see have already seen many inveter- 
the schools establish-d there, and ate prejudices against native fe- 
to acquire some new information male education give way; and 
on the subject of native schools; what may we not expect in an- 
but some natives who have fe- swer to the united and fervent 
males at his school, sent to re- prayers of the thousands of God’s 
quest that he might not go, as people who have this object at 
they could not send their children heart? The prospects at this 
to any other master during his school are more favourable than 
absence. He readsthescriptures they were a few menths ago. 
in Hindoost’hanee a great deal, The conduct of other masters, 
and his school is become quite a and the attendance and progress 
place of inquiry. He admires the of females in other schools, have 
morality of the Bible, and is very become an incitement to the mas- 
inquisitive respecting its doc- ter and children in this. There 
trines. He is also much in the are thirty-five boys in this school, 
habit of comparing scripture with most of whom are in the lower 
scripture, and frequently brings classes. ‘They are generaliy 
apparent cdntradictions and diti- taken from school, and occupied 
cult passages to be explained in some business, as soon as they 
y The Memoir of Petumber Singh, can read, write, and cipher toler- 
now printed in Hindoost’hanee, ably well; and indeed frequently 
seems to delight him much. before they have made much 
When one of his scholars wasone_ proficiency in these branches. I 
day reading in this tract, the mas- believe there were but four girls 
ter exclaimed with emotion, in the school when I last wrote 
“Whenever I hear that book you. One of these, who could 
read, it pierces my heart, and at- read and write pretty well, has 
taches itto God!’ I think he is . been married and has gone to re- 
by far the most candid and disin- side with her husband in another 
terested native schoolmaster we _ village; and another of them has 
have. Who knows but God may accompanied her. When she left 
work effectually in his heart, and the school, the master gave her 
make him an instrument for doing a supply of books, which she 
good ? promised to read. Since that 
Lyme School. there have been several additions, 
| so that there are now twelve girls 
; The next in order of time is andonewoman. They have been 
the Lyme School. ‘The last ac- at our bungalow once or twice to 
counts I sent you of this school undergo a general examination. 
were rather discouraging; so Little, however, can yet be said 
much so that at the time I wrote respecting their progress, as they 
we had some serious thoughts of are nearly all new scholars. Some 
giving it up altogether, and of en- of them have advanced so far in 
deavouring to establish one inits writing as to be able to unite the 
stead in some place where cir- vowel-symbols to the consonants. 
-cumsiances appeared more fa-- The woman wishes to be in- 
vourable. We feared the little structed with a view to her be- 
success that attended our labours coming a school-mistress ; and has 
at this place would prove discour- for the last month done all in her 
aging to our kind friends at Lyme. power, under the direction of the 5 
Experience, however, convinces master, to bring the girls forward. 
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She agreed to come to our bun- 
galow daily, to receive instruc- 
tions from Mrs. Rowe, but after 
doing it a few days she found the 
distance so great that she could 
not continue it. At Mrs. Rowe’s 
last visit to the school, she found 
her busily employed in instruct- 
ing the girls. The school room 
is very cold at this season; a 
neighbouring Bramhun therefore 
allows her to teach the girls on 
his verandah, which is exposed 
tothe sun. Mrs. Rowe had some 
conversation with this Bramhun 
on the subject of female educa- 
tion, and was pleased to find him 
somewhat inclined to favour it. 
Another woman who can work 
pretty well at her needle, came 
to offer her services ; but when 
told she must first learn to read, 
she declined. I wish 1 could 
give a3 favourable an account of 
this master as of the last mention- 
ed, but this ] cannot. He needs 
a vigilant eye over him continu- 
ally. 


Native Female School at Digah. 


I believe I informed you of the 
commencement of a native female 
schoo] at Digah, in which our na- 
tive brother Hureedas’s wife is 
mistress, under the immediate di- 
rection of Mrs. Rowe. This wom- 
an has improved greatly in her 
learning. She can read, write, 
and sew; and she is learning to 
mark the English alphabet on 
canvass; I wish I couid entertain 
a hope of her heart being right 
with God, but | fear this is not the 
case. However, she regularly 
attends Hindoost’hanee worship. 
Since the formation ef this school 
four girls have left under the pre- 
tence that they feared we wanted 
to make christians of them. In 
one sense this was certainly true, 
but not in the sense they meant 
it. One of them has since re- 
turned. Several women havyecom 
menced learning to read, but after 
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continuing for a time have grown 
tired and given it up. .There 
are now eleven girls on the school 
list, but two of them are irregular 
in their attendance. The girls in 
this school have greater advanta- 
ges than those in the other 
schools, in consequence of their 
being so near, and their progress 
is proportionably great. They 
come to Mrs Rowe daily, except- 
ing One large girl whois very 


bashful, and has not yet been able 


to muster up courage enough to 
come to the bungalow with the 
others, to repeat the lessons giv- 
en on the preceding day, and 
to receive new ones for the 
next. ‘Three of them have near- 
ly read and written out the 
whole of the Hindee speliing 
book. Some of them have also 
learned to work with the nee- 
dle, and have made up several 
suits of clothes for themselves 
The rewards they obtain for 
learning are generally given to 
them in cloth, which they make 
up, and are not a little pleased 
with their performances. The 
boys in the school kept on our 
premises also come daily to the 
bungalow for school exercises, 
but as this school is quite sepa 
rate from the girls | need not 
say any more about it in this 
place. 

‘THe next and last native fe- 
male school I have to mention 
is that at 


Moin-poora. 


_ I gave you a number of particu- 
lars relative to this in my last. Ow- 
ing to the decrease of our pecunia- 
ry means we gave up this school, 
but on the return of the old 
schoolmaster, the zemeendar, 
who succeeds the two | mention- 
ed as having been taken off sud. 
denly by the cholera morbus, be- 
came very anxious to have it re- 
established, and indeed would 
not take no for an answer. He 
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and the master accordingly set it 
up, after which a little host of 
boys and girls came to Digah 
with the master to solicit our pa- 
tronage, and we could not find it 
in our hearts to deny their re- 
quest, though we knew not how 
to make this addition to our ex- 
penses, then too heavy. We 
knew, however, the Lord could 
provide, and by the Baptist Mag- 
azine for March last, we find that 
he has, by putting it into the 
hearts of some ladies at Liver- 
pool to grant Mrs. Rowe a dona- 
tion, to be applied to native fe- 
male education. This will come 
at a very seasonable period. A 
few days after the re-establish- 
ment of this school, the Hin- 
doost’hanee females in the zeme- 
endar’s zenana, (female apart- 
ments,) sent word to Mrs. Rowe 
that they wished to be taught to 
read, and requested that she 
would go to see and instruct 
them. She embraced the first 
opportunity of paying them a 
visit. She found them over- 
whelmed by the affliction which 
had so recently deprived them of 
two of their dearest connections, 
and during the principal part of 
the visit, they continued venting 
their grief in the customary way 
of the natives. At this time 
they were exceedingly reserved. 
Two things contributed to this: 
it was the first time that a Euro- 
pean, | should have said an A- 
merican, lady had been introdu- 
ced to them; and, which was a 
greater restraint, the zemeendar 
was present during the whole of 
this visit. It is not customary 
for women in the zenana to 
speak to others in the presence 
of their lord. Her principal 
conversation, therefore, was with 
the zemeendar and some neigh- 
bouring females who dropped in 
to see her. When she took 
leave of them and came into the 
outward court, she met with a 
number of men, with whom she 
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conversed for some time on a 
variety of subjects. She then 
proceeded to the girls’ school, 
and wrote out some lessons for 
them. After spending an hour 
or two with them she returned 
home, thankful for what she had 
seen. Since that they have re- 
quested her to visit them again, 
and which she has accordingly 
done. On reaching the school, 
at the second visit, she found 
forty-five boys and twenty girls 
assembled. Among the latter 
were two little daughters be- 
longing to the zemeendar, and 
five who were daughters of ba- 
boos (gentlemen) of the Bram- 
hun cast, considered respectable. 
They produced the hand boards 
on which they had written their 
exercises. Some of them had 
written the Nagree alphabet, 
and others had united the conso- 
nants and vowelsymbols. She 
observed that some of them had 
made but little progress since her 
former visit, and administered 
the necessary reproof to the 
master, by telling him of the 
progress of the girls in’ the 
Digah school. He appeared to 
be sufficiently mortified. We 
regret the distance of this inter- 
esting school. On visiting the 
zenana, she found five respecta- 
ble adult females writing with 
chalk on the ground, according 
to their usual custom: one of 
these was the zemeendar’s wife, 
and the others his relatives. 
She took with her a supply of 
hand-boards, cards, and other 
school furniture, and gave them 
some lessons. ‘I'wo of the most 
learned giris in the school are in 
the habit of going into the zen- 
ana daily to teach them what 
they have acquired themselves. 
There is no lack of capacity in 
these native females. If they 
make slow progress, the fault 
must lie principally with their 
teachers. They boiled some 
milk for her breakfast, and in- 
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vited her to spend the whole 
day with them, but this she was 
under the necessity of declining. 
As usual, they kept silence while 
the zemeendar was present, but 
as soon as he withdrew, they 
came round her and became 
quite familiar. Two of the ze- 
meendar’s sons, one about ten, 
and the other about twelve years 
old, read a chapter in Colos- 
sians to her, in the zenana. 
Some of the girls-in this school 
are very poor, and Mrs. Rowe 
has had to furnish them with a 
piece of cloth to enable them 
to appear decent. ‘There are 
forty-five boys and twenty-seven 
females, including the zenana, 
attached to this school. The 
master has expressed a desire to 
be baptized, but I am sorry to 
say, | have, as yet, seen but lit- 
tle in him suited to a candidate 
for that ordinance. He has late- 
ly manifested a covetous dispo- 
sition, but I hope I have succeed- 
ed in curbing it. I have been 
to this school twice since Mrs. 
Rowe’s last visit. Several of 


_ the girls came to me and repeat- 


ed their lessons. On these oc- 
casions the compound in which 
the school is kept is generally 
pretty well filled with scholars, 
and neighbours who come to 
have some conversation. At one 
of these visits a young Mussul- 
man came to show me how ex- 
pert he was at figures. Howev- 
er, | soon convinced him of the 
vast superiority of my intellectu- 
al powers, by solving a few 
questions in some of the com- 
mon rules in arithmetic. He 
was much surprised, and took 
some of the workings home with 
him. I wish he had shown as 
much interest respecting better 
things; but, alas! “the carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for 
it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be.” 
Yours, very affectionately, 
J. ROWE. 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY. 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
REV. D. TYERMAN TO A LADY IN 
ENGLAND, DATED TAHEITE, NOV. 
24, 1821. 


*¢ Aut our brethren, the Mission- 


aries, received us with the most 
cordial affection, while the na- 
tives were not backward in giv- 
ing us every proof of their joy 
on our arrival. The power and 
wisdom of God, as displayed in 
the structure of this wonderful 
island, can only be exceeded by 
that stupendous and marvellous 
change which has taken place 
among its inhabitants; a change 
which fills me with incessant as- 


tonishment and joy. Had I op- 


portunity and leisure to describe 
the former moral condition of 
this people, it would be unnec- 
essary that I should do it to 
you: suffice it to observe that it 
was peculiarly the place where 
Satan’s seat was, and if ever that 
awful being were allowed an in- 
carnation, it was here. The de- 
tails of this wickedness, given us 
by the Missionaries since we 
have been here, are enough to 
fill us with horror. How many 
human victims have almost daily 
bled upon their cruel altars! 
‘Two-thirds of the infants born 
were instantly murdered by the 
hands of their own mothers. I 
saw one woman the other day, 
who had destroyed eight of her 
own offspring. 1 have heard of 
another who killed nine, another 
seventeen, another twenty!!! 
The god of thieves, for there 
was such a god here, was faith- 
fully served, while crimes of 
other kinds too horrible to be 
named, every where defiled this 
beautiful land. All the worst 
passions of human nature were 
indulged in the utmost possible 
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extent. But, where sin abound- 
ed, grace much more abounds! 

God has done great things for 
this people. ‘The faithful and 
holy exertions of his servants 
are most amply rewarded. ‘The 
prayers of the British churches 
are indeed heard; and all the 
expenses Which have been in- 
curred, are now fully repaid. 
O that you, and all whose hearts 
are engaged in doing good to 
the heathen, could but witness 
what I have already seen; it 
would fill your soul with amaze- 
ment and gratitude. 

Where I have been, the Sab- 
bath is universally regarded ; not 
an individual is known, whether 
among the chiefs or the common 
people, who does not attend di- 
vine worship on the Lord’s Day. 
The engagements of that holy 
day commence with a_prayer- 
meeting, conducted entirely by 
the natives themselves at sunrise. 
Knowing the backwardness of 
Christians in England to attend 
early prayer-meetings, what do 
you think my surprise has been 
on going to these services, to find 
their large places of worship lit- 
erally filled! This is the fact at 
all the situations which | have 
visited ; the whole congregations 
indeed attend. At nine o'clock 
in the morning, and at three in 
the afternoon, there is public 
worship and preaching, when 
their places are crowded. ‘The 
congregations make a very de- 
cent appearance; all is solemn 
and becoming. ‘They have con- 
gregational singing, and it is con- 
dncted with great propriety. In 
the intervals of worship, there is 
catechising of both young and old. 
The natives dress all their food 
on Saturdays, not a fire is lighted, 
not a canoe Is seen on the water, 
not a journey performed, not the 
least kind of worldly business 
done on the Sabbath. So far as 
outward appearances go, this day 
is here kept indeed holy: by 
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multitudes, I doubt not, it is kept 
really so. 

The missionaries have already 
translated and printed the gospels 
of Matthew,Luke and John,which 
are in the hands of the people, 
and nothing can induce them to 
part with them. The word of 
God is indeed precious here. 
The scriptures are the compan-. 
ions Of the people wherever they 
go. Nota family (Il am told) is 
known that bas not family wor- 
ship, morning and evening, every 
day. Atevery missionary station 
there isa church formed; and 
though it is only between two and 
three years ago that they were 
organized, many real christians 
have united to enjoy the benefits 
of the Lord’s Supper, and many 
more at every station are waiting 
with eager desire to obtain ad- 
mission. At one of these are 20 
members, at another 62, at anoth- 
er 74, at a fourth 102. 

No public immorality or inde- 
cency is seen. All drunkenness 
and profane swearing are unknown 
bere. All their former sports 
and amnsements are completely 
put down. Their morats are al- 
inost ail demolished, and many of 
them completely obliterated ; 
and it is a singular fact, that 
chapels now occupy the very 
ground on which many of them 
stood. Never before did the gos- 
pel obtain so complete and so u- 
niversal a triumph in any country 
over heathenism, cruelty, super- 
stition and ignorance. ‘Think 
not that I wish to represent 
these people as perfect: No, 
alas, human nature is the same 
here as else where, but I state 
facts, which speak for them- 
selves.” 

From other letters we also 
make a few extracts. 


Mr. Bennet, ina Lelter toa Friend, says, 


‘* The ministers have not to 
wait for any part of their con- 
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gregation; nor is the congre- 
gation in danger of being disturb- 
ed by persons coming. in after 
the commencement of public 
worship. 

O that a few thousand of the 
half hearted in our dear country 
could but behold the genuine in- 
fluence of the gospel here, and 
form some tolerable idea of those 
horrid superstitions and cruel 
vices from which the people 
have thereby been delivered! 
then would Missionaries and Mis- 
sions in every quarter of the world 
be loved and cherished by them.” 


Mr. Tyerman thus expresses him- 
selfin another Letter to a Friend. 


“The people are most hospit- 
able and affable. Their persons 
in general are equal to those of 
the best grown English, and the 
most agreeable of any foreigners, 
not of English extraction, that I 
have seen, wherever we go; 
we are received with all possible 
friendship. The king and all his 
chiefs have showed us every 
kindness. But the change which 
has taken place among these 
people is what most of all de- 
lights me and fills me with as- 
tonishment. What you have 
read is all true. All the stations 
that we have seen are in the 
most flourishing circumstances. 
All the congregations are large. 
The profession of christianity is 
universal; scarcely is the indi- 
vidual known who does not at- 
tend three times every Lord’s 
Day at public worship. You 
would be charmed with a Tahe- 
itan sabbath. O England, blush 
at thine own inferiority, when 
compared in this respect, with 
this so lately barbarous land! 
No doubt much of this is nothing 
but profession; but that there 


is a great deal of vital piety, 1 
doubt not. 
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Yesterday (Dec. 5, 1821,) I 
partook of the Lord’s Supper 
with a church consisting of 106 
consistent members. ‘The be- 
haviour of the Taheitan congre- 
gations is not excelled by any 
in England. All is solemn; all, 
apparently, is devotional. 

Civilization is making rapid 
progress. 
are almost unknown. Encour- 
age missionary exertions and mis- 
sionary prayers. If any are re- 
laxing in these respects, or are 
unbelievers in the importance of 
missionary exertions, send them 
hither. 1 should not have 
thought the sufferings and in- 
convenience of going ten times 
round the world too much to be 
endured for the sake of seeing 
what God has wrought in these 
idolatrous countries. We hope 
to see all the islands which have 
embraced Christianity before we 
returp. Thirteen are kneqn 
where the people have abandon- 
ed their idols and received the 
truth. Giher islands are peti- 
lishing for missionaries. Indeed, 
if missionaries could be found, 
there is every reason to hope 
that all the islands in this vast 
ocean would immediately em- 
brace the truth.” Eng. Evan.Mag. 


DOMESTIC. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. 
J. M. PECK, TO THE SEC OF THE 
BAP MISS. SOCLETY OF MASS. 


Cherry Grove, St. Clair Co. Illinois, 
Sept. 27, 1822. 
Rev. and dear Brother, 


~ Agreeably to the appointment re- 
ceived from the Trustees of the 
Baptist Missionary Society of Mas. 
sachusetts, last March, Lhave been 
engaged at difterent intervals, as cir- 
cumstances’ would acmit, their 
missionary. A part of my labours 
have been expended in the settle- 
ments west of st. Louis in Missouri, 
while portions of my time have been 


Crimes of all kinds 
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employed in destitute sections of 
country in Illinois, To give a minute 
detail of my travels in ‘the form of 
journals, would render my communi- 
cations unnecessarily voluminous. My 
usual route in Missouri, has been from 
St. Louis, (where the first Sabbath 
inthe month was spent,) westward 
through the settlements contiguous to 
the Merrimack, as far as Beouf, in 
Franklin County; and return down 
the settlements adjoining the Mis- 
souri, preaching once, and sometimes 
twice in a day, and reaching St. 
Louis by the third Sabbath. This 
circuit has been performed monthly 
throngh the season, except in one in- 
Stance, when severe sickness in my 
family detained me. 

The importance of occupying» the 
above us a missionary field is deeply 
felt, not only from its receiving only 
the partial labours of one Buptist 
preacher, while there are five Bap- 
ust churches in it, and some in a very 
declining state, but also the earnest 
cries of some of the dear lambs of 
Christ’s fold, can admit of no denial. 
During my last tour, the first of this 
month, I felt more than usually en- 
co Red from the attention to 

‘—the solemn countenances, 


preaching. - instances, the flow 
> 
and, in not a tew dd “The Gret 


ing tears under the Wve. 
Lord’s Day in Septembe.”: 
tized four in St. Louis. Thou, 
slaves in this world, I hope the Lord 
by his grace has made them /ree for 
the world to eome. Two belonged 
to a French Catholic family. They 
had repeatedly applied for a cer- 
tificate of permission to be baptized. 
Their mistress for a long time re- 
fused. At first she did not appear to 
understand the design of the cer- 
emony of going into the water. Find- 
ing them conscientious in their anx- 
icties to be baptized, she objected on 
the ground that they might be drown- 
ed, and then who would pay for them? 
She consented that a vessel might 
be prepared, and she would send for 
the Catholic Priest to immerse them. 
This not suiting their views, she en- 

uired of some Americans about the 
ordinance, and finding that no danger 
was to be apprehended,at last con- 
sented that they might have a cer- 
tificate to join the church, which was 
on the condition that good morals be 
taught them. Many more instances 
of hopeful conversion have occurred 
amongst the blacks, than the whites 
in St. Louis. 


March, 


In Illinois my efforts have been 
directed chiefly to the settlements 
adjacent my residence, and in 
Belville. Union, and Alton. In May 
last, achurch was constituted at my 
house of nine members, the most of 
whom were formerly under the pas- 
toral care of that distinguished ser- 
vant of the Lord, Rev. Jesse Mercer, 
in Georgia Two have since been 
baptized and two more added by let- 
ter. The state of religion generally 
in this part of Illinois is rather 
gloomy. “The ways of Zion 
mourn, because none come to her 
solemn feasts.” 

In the interior of the State, about 
the head waters of Muddy River, 
there is an interesting revival. A 
letter received a few days past, from 
a ministering brother, the Rev Mr. 
Carpenter, states, he had baptized 
34 since my visit in that quarter, 
which was about the middle of June. 
Mr. C. is a worthy brother, whose 
labours appear to be blest. His op- 
portunities of acquiring intelligence, 
have been extremely limited; but 
upon receiving some reports of Bible 
Societies, and Sabbath Schools, with 
some copies of the Magazine and 
Luminary, he expressed a high de- 
gree of joy. The united efforts to 
christianize the world, and the success 
that has attended, appeared to him 
vast, amazing! and he immediately 
gleclared himself a decided friend of 
such ¢fforts No doubt it would ap- 

; ‘ble to our New England 
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in America who knew ule or nothing 
about the operations of thé present 
day; but repeated instances have oc- 
curred when I have given the first in- 
timation of such things; and even 
many think a missionary is the propa- 
gator of some new doctrine, or the 
founder of a new sect. 

Besides the ordinary appointments 
for preaching, I have endeavoured to 
seize every favourable opportunity of 
introducing religious instruction into 
the family circle, a course, if judicious- 
ly pursued, may be rendered of incal- 
culable benefit. and sometimes prove 
efficacious where mere public preach- 
ing would produce little effect. 

With sentiments of fraternal re- 
spect to yourself and the Trustees of 


the Society, 
I subscribe myself, 
in gospel bonds, 
J. M. PECK. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
REV. W. HUBBARD, TO ONE OF 
THE BOARD. 


Edgarton, ( Mar tha’s Vineyard,) 
Feb, 10, 1823. 


Dear Brother, 


It is now half past ten in the even- 
ing, but I am pressed to take my pen 
to forward you a few sentences, which 
I doubt not will be received with joy 
by vou. For as cold water to a thirsty 
soul, so is good news from a far coun- 
try. 

“On Lord’s-day, the eighteenth of 
last month, I commenced my last 
week’s labour in the service of the 
Missionary Board. The week was 
peculiarly solemn and interesting. 
Several in the first ranks in society 
were awakened to a sense of théir lost 
condition, and to a full conviction that 
except they were born again, they 
could never see the kingdom of God. 
On Saturday I returned home, and at- 
tended meeting at Tisbury. Hada 
very interesting season. Heard a 
young man relate what the Lord had 
done for his soul, having been brought 
into gospel liberiy during my absence, 
Conversed with another in deep dis- 
tress, who has since related that that 
evening was the time of his espousals. 
The brethren in that section of the 
town are wonderfully quickened, and 
brought to a remembrance of their 
first love ; and a general awakening 
appears near at hand. 

While at meeting, a com ittee 
from Edgartown arrived with a letter 
from that part of the church, request- 
ing my release for a few. weeks to re- 
turn to that place, stating the Mace- 
donian cry. Atthe same time they 
remarked, that * brother H——’s last 


visit has been attended with an addi-. 


tional blessing ; there was 3 most sol- 
emn appearance while he was here, 
which has become more evident since 
his absence ; and it is our most ear- 
nest wish, as well as of many of the 
Congregational order, that you would 
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grant his immediate return, for such 
a time we never before saw in Edgar- 
town.”’ 

The Tuesday following I returned, 
and have been on the ground almost a 
fortnight. Since my return, there has, 
as we have reason to hope, beeu elev- 
en or twelve brought out of nature’s 
darkness into the marvellous light and 
liberty of the gospei. I believe there 
are many under various degrees of 
conviction of their lost condition, and 
some under pungent distress By re- 
viewing my several letters since [ 
have been on this Island, you will dis- 
cover my feelings relative to the ap- 
proach ofthis cloud From appear- 
ances, at different times, I am now 
persuaded that the shower will be a- 
bundant. Every part of the Island is 
shocked except at Holmes’s Hole, the 
place of my residence. On the east 
side of the harbour, the work is going 
on as powerful as in this place At 
New-Town parish, (Tisbury,) the 
work appears to be commencing with 
power. At Chilmurk there is a like 
display of mercy, principally among 
the Methodists. 

My labours are incessant. In twen- 
ty-three days past, I have attended 
thirty-three meetings. Preached three 
times yesterday, as usual, attended a 
prayer-meeting this morning, and a 
conference this evening ; left the peo- 
ple stili assembled at half past nine. 

God has manifested himself so con- 
spicuously in the present work, that 
opposition seems entirely confounded. 
With regard to my enjoyment, it is 
better felt than expressed. I consider 
the present and past vear a peculiar 
era in my life. All the sacrifices, 
crosses, self-denials, and discourage- 
ments I have met with in my minis- 
try, I consider as now rewarded in an 
hundred fold, and my hope is bright- 
ened, that in the world to come I shall 
uninterruptedly enjoy everlasting life, 
in beholding the beatific vision of my 
glorious Redeemer. 

Affectionatelv ycurs, 
W. HUBBARD. 


‘Religtous J ntelligence. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. J. PECK TO REV. F. WAYLAND, 


My dear brother, 


Ihave long since, with my breth- 
ren, felt as though God in his prov- 
idence, had placed the poor Oneidas 
under our protection, and that he is 
loudly calling upon us, to take care of 

VOL. IV. 10 


Cazenovia, Yan. 23, 1825. 


them, and to bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the.Lord. 
And the kind assistance afforded us, 
by our dear brethren in Boston, and 
places adjacent, scems to lav us under. 
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fresh obligations to exert all our en- 
ergies in carrying into effect the lau- 
dable design. 

IT had the pleasure, last week, of 
visiting the school at Oneida, and 
also a number of Indian families. 
The school appears to be in a pros- 
perous condition, althongh for want of 
- sufficiency of clothing, in this inclem- 
ent season, not so many attend the 
schoo? as would, had they wherewith 
to cover their nakedness. The fn- 
dians appear to be pleased with the 
school, and much satisfied with the 
Measures pursued by the society. 

It is with real pleasure that I can 
inform you that our victorious Lord 
is trinmphing gloriously in this place. 
Ft was about the first of November, 
that he began to make his power 
Rnown, since which time, thirty-five 
souls have been liberated from the 
¢hain of satan, and made to rejoice 
in God their Saviour. The blessed 
work is still progressing. 

In the town of Eaton, a few miles 
east of this place, a work of : 
has begun, and eight souls are already 
rejoicing in the Lord. Smithfield, 
adjoining to this town, begins to 
taste similar blessings. Several have 
been brought to know the truth, and 
others are inquiring the way to Zion 
At Oneida “ete twenty have been 
Brought to bow to the mitd sceptre of 
Jesus; and the * work is in- 
creasing in all these places 

We have just received the articles 
for the Indian school, from €am- 
bridge, Boston, &c. 
| Yours, &c. JOHN PECK, 


ZXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
REV J. Cc. SEDWICK, TO A GEN- 
TLEMAN IN THE CITY OF WASH-~ 
_ENGTON. 


Putnam, ( Ohio, )} Fan. 15, 1823. 


Dear Sir, 

‘Ibeg leave to communicate an ac- 
count of the progress of a very happy 
revival of religion in the neighbour- 
hood of Salt Creek church, which I 
attend once a month; situated about 
seven miles east of Zanesville.—This 
revival commenced last spring The 
first appearances were unusually 


large con ations and press at- 
tention to Sie ministry of the word. 


The church, which bad almost lost 
her visibility, awoke as from sleep, 


and arose as from among the dead, 
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and Christ gave her light. Prayer 
meetings were soon formed and well 
attended ; and the church resolved to 
have a prayer meeting on. the first 
Monday in each month to implore 
Divine aid upon all missionary exer- 
tions. These meetings have beer 
highly favoured with the gracious 
of God. Brethren have 
found it good to wait upon the Lord 
im prayer. 

This blessed work still progresses, 
and gradually inereases. Our last 
meetings were the happiest we have 
had. On the last Lord’s day I bap- 
tized five, of which were two young 
daughters and a mother; the scene 
was truly interesting. The day was 
unusually cold: but the hearts of 
many were comfortably warm, 

Young persons are mostly the sub- 
jects of this revival, among whom 
are many of the children of the old 
members of the church, which great- 
ty endears the work to their aged 
hearts. During the progress of this 
good work, twenty have been bap» 
tized upon a profession of their faith 
in Christ, and ten have joined by 
letters, making our number now fifty- 
three. Although this may appear to 
those who live in a populous part of 
the world like the day of small things, 
yet we, here in Ohio, realize that 
the Lord has done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad. 

We have a good log meeting house 
on Salt’ Creek, furnished with a stove, 
which renders it very comfortable at 
this sc«:son of the year. Our stated 
Saturday and Sabbath meetings are 
well attended, and we humbly ho 
the Lord has great mercy in store tbr 
us.—I must add, before I close this 
communication, that the church on 
Salt Creek may be regarded as the 
offspring of the church in Zanesville, 
though much older in point of consti- 
tution, The bappy revival which we 
have experienced here fur two years 
past, seems now to be extending it- 
self to the east of us over that church. 
Our young brethren of the Zanesville” 
church have been very useful durin 
this revival in our vicinity, in nett 
ing prayer meetings !. O how much 
might be done for the cause of God, 
if private brethren would turn out 
and have prayer meetings! We are, 
my dear brother, moving on very 
comfortably here, (in Zanesville and 
Putnam.) We have about ninety 
members in our church, many have 
moved away, none have been excom- 
municated, and only one has died ; 
and she died in peace. We can look 
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back and retrace the goodness of 
God, and exclaim, what hath God 


Let every thing that bath 
breath praise the Lord. Praise ye 


MUNIPICENCE OF HON. NICHOLAS 
BROWN. 


The following transcript of the pro- 
ceedings of the Corporation of Brown 
University, at a late meeting, gives a 
A of the increasing 
growth utility of this literary in- 
@titution. The elegant building pre- 
sented to this institution is four sto- 
ries in beight, 120 feet by 40 in extent, 
and contains 48 rooms. 


Brown University, Fan. 13, 1823. 
At an adjourned meeting of the 
Corporation, on this day, the follow- 


ing letter being received from the 
Honourable Nicholas Brown, to wit: 


“ To the Corporation of Brown Uni- 


‘It affords me great pleasure, at 
this adjourned meeting of the Corpo- 


ration, to state, that the College edi- 
fice erected last season, and located 
on the land purchased by the Corpo- 
ration, of Nathan Waterman, Esquire, 
is completed. 

* Being warmly attached to the In- 
stitution, where 1 received my ed- 
ucation, among whose founders and 
benefactors was my honoured father, 
deceased, and believing that the dis- 
semination of letters and knowledge 
is the great means of social happi- 
hess, 1 have caused this edifice to be 
erected, wholly at my expense, and 
now present it to the Corporation of 
Brown University, to be held with the 
other corporate property, according 
to their Charter. ; 

**I avail myself of this occasion, 
to express a hope, that Heaven will 
bless, and make it useful, in the pro- 
motion of virtue, science and litera- 
. ture, to those of the present and fu- 
ture generations, who may resort to 
this University for education. 

“As it may be proper to give a 
name to this new edifice, I take leave 
to suggest to the Corporation that of 
Hope College.” 

“ With respectful and affectionate 
regards to the individual members of 
the Corporation, I am their friend, 

NICHOLAS BROWN. 
Brown University, Fan. 13, 1823.” 
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it is t resolwed, That the 
members of this Corporation entertain 
avery high sense of the liberality of 
this Patron of Science, in the gift of 
this new building, in addition to his 
former large donation te this Uni- 
versity. 

Resolved, That in compliance with 
the suggestion of the Donor, the new 
edifice be denominated ** Hope Cullege.” 

It is further Resolved, That the Hon. 
David Howell, Rev. Henry Edes, and 
Stephen H. Smith, Fisq. be 2 Com- 
mittee to devise and repert at our 
next annual meeting, the most eli- 

ible measures to manifest our grat- 
itude for this illustrious instance of 
public munificence. [ Prov. Gaz. 


SALEM BIBLE TRANSLATION AND 
FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of the above 
Society was held on Wednesday ever.- 
ing Jan..25, 1823, mthe Baptist Meet- 
ing House at Salem, when the follow- 
ing gentlemen were chosen the Board 
of Managers, viz. 

- Rev. Lucius Bolles, President. 

Rev. Nathaniel W. Williams and 

Col. John Page, Vice Presidents. 

John Moriarty, Treasurer 

Robert Upton, Corresponding Sec’y. 

Michael Webb, jr. Recording Sec’y. 

Trustees —Stephen Webb. Nenemi- 
ah Roundy, Rev. Simeon Chamberlain, 
Rev Gustavus F Davis, Rev. Ebene- 
zer Nelson, jr. Rev. Charles O. Kim- 
ball, Rev. George Keely, Rev. Arthur 
Drinkwater, Rev. Matthew Bolles, 
Michael Webb, Michael Shepard, 
Benjamin Kent, and Col. Lemuel 
Sweetzer. 

This Society is associated with the 
General Convention of the Baptist de- 
nomination in the United States, and 


have appointed the Rev - 


Bosxes their delegate to said Con- 
vention, to meet at the City of Wash- 
ington in April next; and in case of 
failure, Rev. Georce Kerry, of 
Haverhill. [ Watchman. 


Receipts into the Freas. of the Salem 
Bible Trans. and For. Miss. Soc. 
Jrom May 1821, to Feb. 1823, as 
per Treasurer's Account, riz. 


From the South-Berwick Female Bibie Translation 
Society, in aid of the Translations, per Mr. 


Thomas jewett, 19,57 
»” Fem. Bap. do, 4,50 

do. Foreiga Mission Box, © 5,40 


Collection at Reading, at Prayer-meetiqgs, 
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OBITUARY. 


From S. Reading Bap. Femaie Missionary and Ed- 


‘ucation Society, by A. Davis, Sec’ry, 23,03 
x» Annual Contribution at S: Reading, 11,22 
9» Mission Box by Miss Eaton, do. ~ 2,56 
s» Mr. S. Wiley, - do. - 250 
Mr. Thomas Woodward, 375 
Joshua Walton, - 359 


»» Mission Box in Vestry of Bap. Meeting-house 
in Beverly, to educate Fem. heathen children, 3,23 


Benjamin Kent, of Danvers, 3,00 
°3 Wilham Trask, of do. - 1,00 
s> Benja. R. Reed, of do. - - 1,00 
Miss C. by hand of Rev. L. Boiles, 
o> John Bachelier, of Lynn, - - §,00 
Mr. Brown, of Hamilton, - 1,co 
ss Rev. Mr. Nelson, jr. of Lynn, - 1,00 
o> A female friend, - - - 1,00 
Rey. L. Bolles, - - 2,00 
s» Ipswich Foreign and Domestic Missionary Soci- 

ety, by Miss Jones, - - 3,00 
«3 Miss Mehitabie Harris, of Salem, for education 

of heathen children in India, - 6,cO 
s) Collection after the Anniversary Sermon in Oc- 

tober, 1821, - 9,70 
3» Collections of Members of the Soc.im Salem, 26,61 
$9 do. inthe Vestry of the Baptist Meeting 

house in Salem, at the Monthly Prayer-meet- 

ings, - 24575 
Mrs. Lydia Richardson, of Salem, 1,CO 


>») Capt. Nathaniel Garland, of Danvers, - 1,00 
Received at the Association, and forwarded by 
E. Lincoln, viz. 
es: Collec. at S. Reading, at Prayer meetings, 6,78 


ss Mr. E. Wiley, of S. Reading, - 1,45 
S. Reading Bap. church and society, 73'4 
90 do. Baptist Female Education and 


Mission Society by Mrs. A. Davis, 23,17 
Baptist church and soc. at Newburyport, 1,51 

Bap. Benevolent Society, at do. 
s> Miss. Box in Vestry of Bap. Ch. Beverly, 3,CO 
sy Mr. Joseph Winn, for Western Mission, 2,00 
>> Bap. Fem. Benev. Society at Newburyport, 3,25 


$5572 

‘g9 S. Berwick Female Bible Translation Society, 
by S. Norton. Secretary, - - 15,00 
Coll. after the Anniversary Sermon,in 1822, 7,67 
>, Interest on funds, - - - 32,31 


200,27 


CONSTITUTION OF A CHURCH, AND 
OPENING OF A MEEJING- HOUSE, 


On the Ist day of Jan. 1822, at a 
village called the ** Rocks Village,” 
six miles below Haverhill bridge, was 
constituted the 2d Bzaptist church in 
Haverhill. The introductory prayer, 


March, 


and also the sermon from 1 Cor. iii. 9, 
** Ye are God’s building,” by Rev. G, 
Keely ;_ from whose pastoral care the 
greater part of the members had been 
dismissed : right hand of fellowship by 
Kev. Hosea Wheeler; concluding 
prayer by Rev. Simeon Chamberlain, 
This Church, assisted by a respect- 
able Society, have erected a neat and 
commodious Meeting-house, 50 by 43 
feet, which was opened for public 


‘worship on Wednesday, Jan 1825— 


Select portions of Scripture were read, 
by Rev. Mr. Houghton, of Read- 
field; introductory prayer by Rev. 
S. Chamberlain, of Rowley; prayer 
was again offered by Rev. C. O. Kim- 
ball, of Methuen; a highly appropri- 
ate sermon bv Rev. George Keely, o 
Haverhill, from Ps. Ixxxvil. 
Lord loveth the gates of Zion more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob ;” Con- 
cluding prayer by Rev. Gustavus F. 
Davis, of South Reading. The cay 
was fine, the crowd immense, the sing- 
ing good; and the ministering breth- 
ren had the impression, from the 
promising appearances which they 
saw, that this will bea growing and 
flourishing people. | 

Inthe evening, Rev. Mr. Davis ad- 
dressed the people on the importance 
of prayer, and correspondent exertions 
to obtain a pastor, from Num. xxvii. 
16, 17. 


ocr The Treasurer of the Penttent 
Femak’s Refuge Svciety, gratefully 
acknowledges the receipt of One 
Hundred Dollars. from an unknown 
friend, by the hand of Rev. William 

Jenks. 
E. Parsons. 


Obituary. 


JOSEPH CAULDWELL. 


After a long and painful illness, this 
pious christian fell asleep in Jesus, on 
the 27th of Nov. 1822, aged fifty-five 
years. There is something interest- 
ing and pleasing in the thought, that 
when one person ina family is made a 
partaker of the grace of God, it is fre- 
guently the case that others in the 
same house also participate in this in- 
estimable blessing. When the Lord 
opened the heart of Lydia, that she 
attended unto the things which were 
spoken of Paul, her household were 
likewise brought to a knowledge of sal- 


vation ; and when the jailer was con- 
verted, he rejoiced, believing in God 
with all bis house A similarly joy- 
ous event teok place in the family of 
which the deceased was a member. 
He expericnced religion when young ; 
and he was onlv one, of several broth- 
ers and sisters, who became interest- 
ed in the same common salvation. 
Most of them, having adorned achris- 
tian profession in their lives, enjoyed 
the consolations of religion in death, 
and have we trust entered inte 
rest, 
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Mr. Cauldwell made a public pro- 
fession of faith when he was about 20 
years of age. He was one of those 
young men, mentioned in a former 
“Magazine, who met for prayer when 
the Baptist church in Birmingham 
were destitute of a Pastor, and in an- 
swer to whose supplications the Lord 
sent them that eminent servant of 
Christ, Rev Samuel Pearce. Having 
sat under his ministry with great pro- 
fit and pleasure for « number of years, 
he removed with his family to the 
United States ; and under the direc- 
tion ot Providence, he took up his a- 
bode in the town of Montgomery, in 
New-York, where he continued until 
he quit his earthly for a heavenly in- 
heritance. 

Although Mr C. was disappointed 
in many of his hopes, and passed 
through many unexpected trials, yet 
he was patient and submissive to the 
will of God, and maintained a steady 
and uniform christian-walk. He was 
universaHy respected by his neigh- 
bours as a man of unimpeachable in- 
tegrity, and consistent piety. He would 
have been the last to have said of 
himself, that he walked before his 
house with a perfect heart ; but he 
did so walk, thet his children felt 
there was a reality and excellence in 
religion. This gave weight to his in- 
structions, and a solemnity and im- 
portance to family worship, which was 
attended with the most happy effects. 
It is recorded for the encouragement 
of pious parents, that he had the 
pleasure before he died, cf hearing 
several of his children declare what 
the Lord had done for their souls, and 
of witnessing their connexion with the 
visible church of Christ. 

In his last affliction, which was se- 
vere and tedious, he was remarkably 
supported. As his outward comforts 
fled, his inward consolations abound- 
ed. Atatime when his recollection 
was impaired, and his understanding 
enfeebled by his disease, he frequent- 
ly said, to the writer of this commu- 
nication, ‘* I know in whom I have be- 
lieved, and that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him, a- 
Fainst.that day.” One morning when 
he came trembling under his infirmi- 
ties into the room, and had more the 
appearance of a corpse than a person 
in heaith, he said, ** 1 could not sleep, 
but Thad a blessed night ; 1 thought 
how happy I should be when I got tr 
heaven, and should see Christ as he 
'S ; and converse with Abraham, Da- 
vid, and Paul, and my dear old Pastor 
Samuel Pearce.”” Death had no ter- 
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rortohim. He looked forward to it — 
as a happy release from sin and sor- 
row. With a smile on his counte- 
nance he repeatedly observed, ** we 
know that if our earthly house: of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens, 

A short time before he died, he re- 
quested that all his family would 
come into the room. To his wife, 
who had long walked with him io the 
faith and fellowship of the gospel, he 
said, ** My dear, trust in the promises 
of a faithful and unchangeable God ; 
and you, my dear children, (he added) 
who profess to be on the Lord’s side, 
be steadfast, unmovable, always a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord; 
and you, my dear children, who are 
yet strangers to God, Remember now 
your Creator in the days of your 
youth.” He was afterwards in great 
distress, until his spirit took its flight 
to the regions of life and immortality. 

In the experience of Mr. C. who 
was the subject of much bodily pain 
and debility for several years before 
his decease, we have another striking 
instance of the supreme excellence of 
christianity. During this period not 
a murmuring expression was heard 
from his lips. So far from being dis- 
satisfied, he frequentiy remarked in 
reference to his trying situation, *¢ It 
is all right. I have not one affliction 
more than what the Lord sees will be 
for my good.” What a blessing must 
that religion be, which not only exalts 
the character of its possessor when 
actively engaged in the duties of life, 
but accompanies him to his sick cham- 
ber, and sustains and cheers his goul 
when his body is eniaciated by dis- 
ease! In such acase we have evi- 
dence before our eyes, that ** Godli- 
ness is profitable unto all things, hav- 
ing the promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come.” 

Who can read this Obituary, and 
not be rearly to say, ** Let me die the 
ceath of the righteous, and let my last 
end be like ‘his?’ But would you 
share in the happiness of his death, 
you should be concerned to possess 
the principles which he exhibited in a 
righteous lite. Faith in Christ was 
the inward spring which gave impulse 
to a pious and upright conduct for 
more than thirty years. And the same 
faith enabled him not only to rejoice 
in the retirement of affliction, but m 
the prospect of his departure from the 
world, Would you finish your earthly 
course like the deceased, you must 
have that faith which purifieth the 
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heart, and worketh by love. Then you 
will be enabled to say, in the anticipa- 
tion of your final hour, ‘ O death ! 
where is thy sting? O grave ! where 
is thy victory? The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


MRS. EUNICE ALDEN. 


Mrs. Alden made a public profes. 
sion of her faith, and united with the 
Baptist church in Conway, in April, 
1816. She ever maintained an exem- 
plary walk, but for afew years previ- 
ous ‘to her last sickness, she did not 
enjoy those rapturous sensations which 
she had formerly experienced. In 
1819 she was married to Mr. Cyrus 
Alden, of Ashfield, a member of the 
same church. She lived to become 
the mother of two children, and in the 
arms of faith, was enabled to remem- 
ber them at the mercy seat, and surren- 
der them to him from whom they were 
received. He who orders all things 
after the counsel of his own will, de- 
termined that her earthly course, al- 
though useful, should be short. Soon 
after her second daughter was born, 
she was attacked with a fever, which 
terminated in an affection of the lungs, 
and in a few weeks proved mortal. 
Soon after the commencement of her 
disease, she was visited by the writer. 
On inquiring into the state of her 
mind, she observed that she did not 
enjoy the presence of God as she 
wished. Whilst he prayed with her,she 
felt a streng desire for the presence of 
Christ, and the next day her darkness 
and doubts were removed. 

She often expressed astonishment, 
that distinguishing grace should be 
extended to so unworthy an object; 
but from what she had experienced she 
thought it would be criminal tou doubt 
her being a chosen vessel of mercy. 
Through ail her sufferings she appear- 
ed wholly resigned to the will of God. 
Her connexions often conversed with 
her upon religion, and the prospect of 
her own dissolution, and she would 
join them with the greatest freedom 
and delight. Sometime before her 
death, she was asked. whether she 
had any choice, either to live or die ; 
her reply was, that if she had, it was 
not known to her; that she consider- 
el death an infinite gain, but to feel 
anxious for it, indicated a want of en- 
tire resignation to the divine will. 
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She observed, that she felt willing to 
bear whatever her heavenly Father 
saw fit to lay upon her, being confi. 
dent that all things were ordered in 
infinite wisdom towards her, and 
would eventually redound to the glo. 
ry of God. Being asked by her ius. 
band if she could, without reluctance, 
contemplate his being left a lonely 
depressed subject of grief and sorrow, 
bereft of one without whom earth must 
lose its power to charm, and all na. 
ture appear clad in the deepest gloom, 
(sail she) jesus be your 
companion, your portion, aud your 
friend. He is infinitely more able te 
smooth the ruffled scenes of life than 
I am, and will never teave nor forsake 
you Soon we shall reunite bevond 
the troubled scenes of time, where 
parting sounds shall be unknown, and 
eternity measure the duration of our 
joys. With such prospects in view, 
your mind cannot long be filled with 
gloom.” When asked if she had no 
anxiety for her litthe daughters, ex- 
posed to the seductions of the world, 
and deprived of a fond mother’s coun- 
sel, she calmly replied, ‘* They are not 
mine—they are unreservedly surren- 
dered to that Being, who has hitherto 
been my guide and protector After. 
experiencing what I have of his un- 
merited goodness, 1 must be the most 
ungrateful creature on earth to enter- 
tain one doubt of his protecting them; 
(and added) you must not think that 
these feelings proceed from the want 
of attachment to you or them—my 
affections were never more fixed and 
constant than they are now; but I 
view you as inferior objects, unworihy 
the supreme affections which my Sa- 
viour claims.”’ She was asked if she 
did not consider herself a poor unfor- 
tunate child of affliction? With cheer- 
fulness and animation she answered, 
** No, unfortunate ! no! compare my 
situation with most of the unfortunate 
children of affliction and distress ; 
view them, disturbed and restless, 
shifting from side to side, yet retain- 
ing their pain, despairing off hope 
from any earthly source, and nothing 
better to support their tortured minds, 
svon expecting to meet an angry God, 
a frowning Judge, and to bear their 
irrevocable sentence, Depart from me, 
ye workers of iniquity—while I, 
possession of that peace which mortal 
strains can never express, know, tbat 
these light afflictions, which are but 
for a moment, are working out for me 
a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. When I reflect of 
what He endured who knew no sin, # 
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spurchase the joys that I possess, every 


ymuring. and repining thonght is 
hushed aarti silence. He, after 
enduring a life of toil, privation and 
hardships, when arrived at the closing 
scene, bad not a solitary friend to at- 
tend him. In his last agonizing pains 
and distress, all forsook him and fled. 
I have every cordial administered 
which the nature of my disease will 
admit. He from the hands of his per- 
secuting enemies had nothing to aay 
his parching thirst but worm-wood, 
mingled with gall ; while I, a poor 
polluted creature, through the merits 
of his sufferings, am by grace selected 
from the ruins of a fallen world, and 
enjoying the light of my Father's rec- 
onciled countenance. He was led to 
exclaim, in the anguish of his soul, 
My God, my God, why hast thou for- 


saken me? With these reflections, 
(she replied) can any one deem me 
unfortunate ? I feel under unspeaka.- ~ 


ble obligations to my God for his dis- . 


tinguished love and goodness to me, a 
nog sinner.” Feelings of this de- 
scription continued till the close of life. 
without a cloud to obstruct her view 
of eternal glory With transport she. 
exclaimed, “ H this be but a foretaste 
of heaven, what! O what must be the 
full fruition of that glory which will 
burst on my astonished mind, when 
all the beauties of the New-Jerusalem 


shall appear in full view, and wher 
the character of that God who is love 
in perfection will be unfolded to the 
very life !’’ 

A few days before her death she 
observed to her companion, that if she 
had no more opportunities to converse 
with friends and connections on the 
subject of religion, she felt conscious 
of having discharged her duty in re- 
commending and urging its impor- 
tance upon all with whom she had 
conversed. : 

This child of God resigned her soul - 
into the hands of the Almighty on the 
12th of May, 1822, in the twenty-first 
year of her - Inthe contempla- 
tion of such a death, we find more to 
produce solemn delight, than sorrow 
orgloom. To behold a tender, affec- 
tionate mother, in youthful bloom, 
calmly committing to God the com- 
panion of her life, with the little 
pledges of their mutual love, address. 
ing those around her on the impor- 
tance of religion; declaring it to be 
that which supported her in the try- 
ing hour of dissolution, and then ex. 
piring in confident assurance of see- 
ing her God in peace, is a scene, 
which, while it confounds the infidel, 
confirms the faith of the believer, and 
awakens in his bosom admiration and 
gratitude for that gospel, which brings 
such delightful prospects to view. 


Moneys received by ihe Treasurer of the Executive 
Committee of the Massacbusetts Baptist Ed. Society. 


3823. Jan 4. ' 
By interest on stock ° - 190,00 
By cash from N.R. Cobb, Treas. of Young " 
Bap. Ed. Society, 200,00 
350,00 
by the Treas. of the Bap. Mit: Soc. 
of Massachusctin 


Je a By interest of stock, - - 


Jan. 24. By cash of Female friend, Acton + 


5,00 
Rev. John Parkhurst, - 1,00 
do, from a friend, 3,00 
25. do. from G. Goodwin, Jr. in part of the 
legacy of Mise: Bull, for the transia- 
tion of the Scriptures, ~ 750,00 
Contribution: to the Missionarie:, 
Rev. Matthew Beiles, 45,38 
Isaac Case, - 4.35 
Oliver Alford, 1,3 
J. M. Peck, 6,5 
E. Lincoln, Treas. 


LINES ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND. 
“ We all do fade as the leaf.” 


Beauty is but » transient bue, 

Which fades before the touch of time, 
Fair wisdom’s ways thou must pursue, 
Then lasting pleasures will be thine. 


A mind enrich’d with knowledge pure, 
A heart subdu'd by virtue’s ray, 
Will make thy happiness s cure 

. When outward chaims are fied away. 


©} look not for perennial joy, 

From beauty, wealth, distincticn, bere 
ne’er are found without alley ; 

And cup like when winter's nar. 


Woulds"t thou obtain substantial bliss, 
Religion seek ; that heavenly prize; 
Then wilt thou feel true happiness 
On earth, and far beyond the skier. 


"Tis this will give thee inward peace, 
Support thy Beart in eorrow’s hour ; 
*Tis this will make thy joys increase, 
And take from death its stinging power 


And when the soul shall leave its cler, 
While thy frail form is in the tembs 
It eball ascend to erdiess day, 


Ant Pewmish in 
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A DIRGE, 
On the Death of the Rev. Mr. Colman, late Missionary to the East. 


*Tis the voice of deep sorrow, from India’s shore, 

The flower of our churches is wither’d—is dead ; 

The gem that shone brightly will sparkle no more, 

And the tears of the Christian profusely are shed. 

Two youths of Columbia, with hearts glowing warm, 

Embark’d on the billow, far distant to rove ; 

To bear to the nations, all wrapp’d in thick gloom, 

The lamp of the gospel—the message of love. 

But Wheelock now slumbers beneath the cold wave, 

And Colman lies low, in the dark cheerless grave. 7 
Mourn, daughter of Arrakan, mourn ¢ 
The rays of that star, clear and bright, 
Which so sweetly on Chittagong shone, 
Are shouded in black clouds of night, 

For Colman is gone 4 


At that sorrowful hour—that moment of wo, 

When his cheek, lately glowing with health, was all pale ; 

And his widow, disconsolate, feeble and low, 

Was sad, and no Christian reply’d to her wail ; 

Did not angels, of sympathy shed the pure tear, 

As they gaz’d, from their thrones far beyond the blue sky ? 

Oh, no! for the seraph of mercy was near, 

To bid sim rejoice—wipe the tear from 4er eye. 

They saw, and with rapture continued their lays— 

“‘ How great is Jehovah ! how deep are his ways ! 
“The spirit of love from on high, 
“The hearts of the righteous has fir’d 3 
“Lo ! they come, and wich transport they cry,” 
* We will go where our brother expir’d, 

And labour and die !” 


© Colman! thy father weeps not on thy grave ; 
Thy heart-riven mother ne’er sighs o’er thy dust— 
But the long Indian grass most sweetly shall wave, 
And the drops of the evening descend on the just. 
Cold, silent, and dark, is thy narrow abode— 
But not long shalt thou sleep in that dwelling of gloom ; 
For soon will be heard the great trump of our God, 
To summon all nations to hear their last doom ! 
mere u A garland of amaranth then shall be thine, 
WE And thy name on the martyrs’ bright register shine. 
if O! what glory will burst on thy view, 
W hen are plac’d, by the Judge of the earth,. 
The flowers which in India grew | 
By thy care, on the never pale wreath, 4 | 
Encircling thy brow ! | 
S. B. H. 


To Correspondents. 


S. B. H. has a talent for Poetry. We hope frequently to receive communi- 
cations from this signature. . 

The article of D. W. E. displays acuteness and originality of mind. We 
however deem it proper to postpone its insertion fortwo reasons. 1. The sub- 
ject is not, at present, a matter of controversy among our readers, And 2. We 
doubt the soundness of the ground on which the principal argument rests. We Bi : 
should be glad to hear from him on some other subject, and should considet Bi 
him a valuable correspondent. | p 

Memoir of Mrs. B W. of Gorham, N. Y. came too late for insertion. a | OW 

A Memoir of Mr. Colman, may be expected inthe next number. —- 60 

The likeness of Dr. Stillman, intended for this No, is not yet completed. 
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